July 2013

THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE

Remembering Jim Wink
Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so
doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. — Hebrews 13:1-2

T

his past month, Shepherd of
the Hills lost one of its most
prominent members. Jim Wink was
suddenly called to his true home.
He may have known that this was
the day. He stopped by to see his
brother. He spoke with his son on
the phone. He had his important
papers organized and easy to find.
And he called fellow members
Bruce & Nancy, and said, “I don’t
want to be alone tonight, could we go out for a fish fry.”
And they did, he ate heartily, and
insisted on picking up the tab. But
stopping at the shop next door for
coffee and a cookie, Jim collapsed. His story on earth was
complete. He left this world with a
good meal, and good company,
and good with Jesus.

every coffee time after worship, every blood drive, every
Sheepshead and Journeyman’s meeting, will feel a little
emptier, because Jim filled our gatherings with more than
one person’s share of love. As I said at his memorial,
God wants us all to step up. We will all need to be more
friendly to those we don’t know, and more encouraging to
others, to make up for what Jim did so well.
Jim was not a saint, in the common sense of a really
righteous person. He had a full selection of faults, and
painted himself into a lot of corners. At those times of
need, I was grateful for how our members would minister
to him, and stick up for him, and
sacrificially meet his needs. You
know who you are, and God bless
you for that! All that is now over.
Now Jim is a saint in the true
Christian sense. He has been
made holy, not by his own righteousness, but by his trust in the
blood of Jesus. Jesus has picked
up his tab; his account with God is
paid in full. And now he will get to meet some of those
angels he greeted, without knowing it.

“He left this world
with a good meal, and
good company, and
good with Jesus.”

Jim was not a prominent member
because of his stature (he was somewhat short). Nor because of his worldly success. Nor because of his family
connections. Nor had he been a member so long to be
venerable. Nor had he served in any leadership roles. Yet
he was as valuable to our church as any council president, teacher, or musician has ever been. Jim had the
most extraordinary gift for showing hospitality to
strangers, and he used this gift to the fullest. At his memorial service, five members shared eulogies, and they
all had stories about how Jim’s hospitality had unexpectedly blessed someone else. The first Sunday after his
death, I had never seen so many people crying at the
loss of a member – and people of every age, from small
children to seniors. Jim made a point of greeting and talking to almost everyone. He genuinely cared about how
you were doing and what you were doing. And when Jim
was delighted, he took the time to walk up to the person,
or call the person, and tell them so. The praise team was
eager to play at his memorial, because they had been
well filled with his encouragement over the years.
Our congregation is different now. Every fellowship meal,

† Pastor Jay
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VBS Serving Opportunities
VBS Volunteer Training
VBS Set-Up
Volunteers Needed

All VBS volunteers should plan to attend one of the following orientation/training sessions in the north fellowship hall.





Sunday, July 14 from 9:00am – 10:20am
Wednesday, July 17 from 6:30pm – 8:00pm
Wednesday, July 24 from 10:00am – 11:30am
Sunday, July 28 from 9:00am – 10:20am

If you are unable to attend one of these four orientation/
training sessions, please contact Amy Cichon to set up
alternative training.

We are looking for volunteers to help us set up our VBS
decorations and props.
 Sunday, July 14 starting at 11:40am – Set up
decorations in the fellowship hall and classrooms. A
light lunch will be provided.
 Sunday, July 28 starting at 11:40am - Set up
decorations and props in the sanctuary.
 Friday, August 2, at noon, following VBS - Help us
take down our props and decorations.
A sign-up sheet is posted at our VBS display in the
narthex. We hope that you can join in on the fun and
excitement! Many hands make light the work!

Chadder & The VBS Buddies Need Your Help
If you enjoy working with children and love to have fun…then we have an opportunity for you. We are looking for youth
and adult volunteers to help us run our Vacation Bible School this summer, July 29th – August 2nd.

VBS assistance is needed in the following areas:
 (1) Elementary Crew Leader – group leader for 5
– 8 elementary school children (adults or high
school youth)
 (5) Preschool Crew Leader – group leader for 5 - 6
preschool children. (adults or high school youth) 1
needed for just Tues./Thurs. & 4 needed for the
week
 (17) Assistant Crew Leaders – (middle & high
school youth) 11 for elementary & 6 for preschool
 Preschool Station Leaders – lead several crews
in activities in one of the following areas. (adult
or mature youth volunteers)
+Chadder’s Royal Theater
+Games

 Chadder’s Royal Theater Elementary Station
Leader – lead several crews in activities (adult volunteers only)
 Elementary Imagination Station Assistant – assist station leader (adult or middle & high school
youth)
 Kitchen/Snacks – assist crews prepare and serve
the daily snack and clean-up. Help needed on
Thursday & Friday.
 Nursery Care Giver – care for children under the
age of 3 not enrolled in VBS. (adults or high school
youth)

Check out what’s happening in Children’s Ministry on our website at
www.sothchildrensministry.shutterfly.com

Children and Family Ministries
Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child
You have the power to change the life of
10 people with a small shoebox filled with
simple items. For less than $20 you can
fill and ship a shoebox with toiletries,
school supplies, a stuffed animal, a ball,
and some toys to a child that has never received a gift,
has limited hygiene items, if any, and has never heard
of God. A child that you will never meet will be touched
by the love of God when they are handed their box. Not
only that child, but on average each shoebox impacts
and brings joy and the Word to 10 people. For more
information about Operation Christmas Child, visit their
web site at www.operationchristmaschild.org.
If you are interested in the Operation Christmas Child
ministry you can help in several ways:




Save your empty shoeboxes and drop them off at
our collection box near the Food Pantry shelves.
Toothpaste and toothbrush donations are now being collected in our box by the Food Pantry shelves.
Donations are welcome!
Consider attending our fund raising event on July
10th at Culver’s in Jackson from 4:00 – 9:00pm.
10% of your purchase will be donated to Operation
Christmas Child (with a special coupon). If you are
interested in attending this event you can pick up a
coupon at the church welcome desk or our OCC
collection box.

Thank you for your support and generosity!

Thanks to all who helped with the Operation Christmas Child
Brat Fry Fundraiser @ Piggly Wiggly on May 26th. $597
was raised at this event.

Eleven 3rd – 5th grade youth had the opportunity to be the first group to use our new fire pit for a fun camp fire
evening on Sunday, June 2nd. We started the evening off with a fun hula hoop activity to get us all talking and
working together as a group. Next we played a lively balloon game that was lots of fun. After that we circled
around the camp fire to listen to a reading of the book, Fill A Bucket for Kids. We had an interesting discussion following the book. Then Pastor Jay played his guitar and led us in several camp fire songs. After that we
all had a chance to roast hot dogs and marshmallows. The S’mores were yummy!
Thank you Jeff and Mary Gullickson for creating and installing our wonderful fire pit ring!
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Children and Family Ministries
Help Needed:

Nursery Position Open

We are looking for another nursery worker to help cover our growing needs for childcare. This is a paid position.
Please contact the church office if you would like a job description and details about hours and pay.

Bible Baseball Event…
“A Hit”
33 Sunday school students and their
families attended our year-end Bible
Baseball Family Sunday school
event on May 19. Our students were
organized into three different teams
that were named after animals listed
in the Bible: Whales, Lions, and
Sheep. Students were paired up for
a turn “at bat” and were “pitched” a
question from their teacher. Students
were able to travel around the bases
and score runs with correctly answered questions. A combined total
of 67 runs were scored!
Fresh popped popcorn and apple
juice were served after the big game.
Everyone had a great time!
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Youth Activities & Serving Opportunities

IMPACT
& Middle School Youth News

http://sothyouthhs.shutterfly.com/

IMPACT Events
Sunday, June 30th: 10:30am Outdoor Worship &
Church Picnic - Commissioning of Mission Trip
Participants
Participants (wear t-shirts) & Prayer Pals
Saturday, July 6th: 7:30am Mission Trip Pack-up &
Sendoff at 8:00am following group pictures!
Thursday, July 25th: Noon-3:00pm HABITAT Build
Day– West Bend
Must be 16 or over... sign up on kiosk in Narthex to
help (Need release forms)
Sunday, July 28th: 5:30-7:00pm Prayer Pal Picnic
Mission Trip participants and all IMPACT youth
welcome! Hear all about our trip!
Sunday, July 28th: 7:00-9:00pm IMPACT Bonfire
Night with Devotions
July 29th-August 2nd: 9:00am-noon Vacation Bible
School
We Need You!
Amy Cichon is looking for high school and middle
school youth to help out as a student crew
assistant, nursery, drama, games, music or
decorating!! You can help out for the week or
specific days; just let Amy know your preference!
sothss@sbcglobal.net

Please Keep our
IMPACT Mission Trip in
Your Prayers!
Follow us on our trip blog – You can also link via the
church website or facebook pages...
http://sothyouth.blogspot.com

JULY 28 5:30-7:00pm

IMPACT Prayer Pal Picnic!
We would like to invite all of our ‘prayer pals’ to a special potluck picnic before our July IMPACT bonfire.
Come join our mission trip group to reconnect, see
some pictures and hear all about their trip!
BRING A SIDE DISH OR DESSERT TO PASS

Wednesday, July 31st: 12:45-3:00pm Teen
Volunteer Pool Party!

Coming in August
August 2nd-4th IMPACT/Young Adult Canoe/
Camping Trip on Wisconsin River $75
 Sign up by July 5th to be sure we reserve a canoe
for you!
 Friday late afternoon departure - Sunday late
afternoon return
 Canoe on Wisconsin river - Camp out in Muscoda
 More information on Youth Kiosk or contact Shawn
Kell/ Lisa Bandoli

JOIN US WEEKLY… all summer!
RECHARGE- (weekly) has moved to
SUNDAY NIGHTS 7:00pm-9:00pm
IMPACT BONFIRE NIGHTS(8-12 grade youth )
7:00pm-9:00pm with a devotion
July 28th and August 18th!

Sunday, June 2nd- Special High School
Graduate Blessing Service @10:30
A.J. Mammerow, Jake Hetzel, Alex Gouvion, Dani &
Deanna Leppla

Page 6

Serving Opportunities

From left to right: Daniel, Josh, David, Ignazio, Romall,
Eddie, Darrick, Douglas, Rick and Henry

Serenity Inn
A fun night, a Graduate and
Remembering Jim Wink
Dan Berg, Marcus Davies, Lorraine and Jim Bahr traveled
to Serenity Inn Wednesday evening June 5th and were
greeted with huge smiles by the ten men in residence. We
could tell this was going to be a special visit as all the men
were in exceptionally good spirits. Daniel, Darrick, David,
Douglas, Eddie, Ignazio, Josh, Rick and Romall were familiar faces with Henry the newest resident having entered the Inn the day after our last visit. In last month’s
newsletter I told you the Inn was at full capacity with
twelve men in residence. Two men left just days before
our visit. Raheem in his third month at Serenity decided
he was strong enough to leave and Steve in his first
month, but a second time at the Inn, decided he did not
need what Serenity had to offer. We knew Steve from his
first time at the Inn and were disappointed that he had left
without being able to reconnect with him. Please keep
these men in your prayers as they work diligently to rebuild their lives.
The evening’s discussion went quickly with much more
light hearted give and take than usual. This was a unique
evening and I wanted to reinforce the true joy that was
present. It was obvious that all ten men were doing well
so I posed a question to them: What did you accomplish
in the past month? All had something significant to tell.
These men usually are so focused on working their program and what tomorrow has to bring that sometimes they
may forget to reflect on how far they have come and use
past and current successes to sustain them in the challenging days to come.
Congratulations to Josh as he will be graduating in July.
Josh has been a favorite of the SOTH visitors as he was
always one of the first to greet us as we arrived and always had a big smile. Josh is working and by completing
his program at Serenity is well on his way to a productive
new life. Pray for Josh’s continued success.
Remembering Jim Wink: When the Serenity Inn ministry was presented to Shepherd of the Hills (SOTH) it was

embraced and guided by the Journeymen Bible Study
group. Jim Wink was the group’s lead person in coordinating the monthly visit to Serenity Inn making sure food was
prepared and that there were people to deliver the food
and provide fellowship for the men at the Inn. As I remember Jim didn’t really ask me to go he just assumed I would
be going and told me what day and time to show up. I was
somewhat anxious about my first trip to Serenity Inn. I
was impressed by the men, staff and facility and I was
anxious to return the next month. Jim was an enthusiastic
supporter and promoter of Serenity Inn. Some of you may
remember Jim’s somewhat unusual presentation (in the
old church) as he gave a temple talk about Serenity Inn.
As he talked he pulled clothing items from a bag and
tossed them around the altar area. A little bizarre, yes, but
that was Jim and as odd as it seemed at the time, it did
get my attention. Serenity Inn is a wonderful ministry and
is well supported by SOTH monthly and whenever a special need arises. The Serenity Inn ministry is successful
today because of the time and effort Jim gave it in its early
days. As the years passed Jim’s ability to go to the Inn
diminished, but I am happy to say that Jim was with us at
Serenity Inn as recently as January. To Jim I say thank
you for getting me involved and for the opportunity to take
over when circumstances made it impossible for you to
lead the Serenity Inn ministry.
Food was provided by Debi Mueller, Deb Pluger, Dan
Berg and Lorraine Bahr was enjoyed by all.
To experience the food and fellowship of Serenity Inn
please consider signing up at the kiosk in the narthex. We
serve the first Wednesday of each month. Upcoming
dates include: July 3rd, August 7th and September 4th.
Transportation provided. Leave at 5:00pm and return by
8:00pm.
Jim Bahr

Don’t Forget to Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars®
Are you eligible to participate in the Thrivent Choice
Dollars program? Thrivent Choice Dollars can help
support Shepherd of the Hills and its mission. Don’t let
your designated Choice Dollars® go to undirected!
Eligible members of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
who have been designated Choice Dollars can direct
their dollars any time throughout the year.
Go to www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call
800-THRIVENT and state “Thrivent Choice.”
Please contact your Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
representative, or contact:Mark Boeckman
(262)-338-7770; Mark.Boeckman@thrivent.com
for questions and assistance.
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Serving Opportunities
Habitat for Humanity

Group Build Days
Opportunities to Help in Washington County. Please signup on the kiosk, no experience necessary!
Thursday, July 25th - Shepherd of the Hills Build
Day/Church Build Day noon to 3:00pm. We are in need
of 6-8 volunteers. Work will be scheduled rain or shine.
This is only a half build day, so only 3 hours at the site,
but a great day to be there to see what they do during
the week.
Saturday, October 5th - Shepherd of the Hills Build
Work Day 9:00am to 3:00pm. We are in need of 6-8
volunteers. Work will be scheduled rain or shine.
The Build Site is located at: 620 Eastern Ave, West
Bend, WI 53095

name on your items. Wear comfortable work type
clothes, appropriate for the weather.
Age Limits- Adults can help anytime the site is open.
Youth are welcome with a chaperone, age 16+.
General Site Schedule and Hours- 9am to 3pm on
Wednesdays and Saturdays. Volunteers can also participate at the site any day and any time, whenever you
choose! Information and directions to the site will be
available on the small group kiosk. Check out the Habitat for Humanity website for a calendar, photos, maps,
etc. www.blitzbuild.com.
Please contact Dan Smith for more information or if you
would like to sign up:
414-507-1523 or daksmith@att.net

Miscellaneous Building Site Information:
Volunteer Forms - Must be completed prior to beginning the first day of work at the jobsite. The forms are
available at the job site.
What to bring- Water and work gloves. You may prefer to bring your favorite hammer. Please put your
Falls Area Community
Services, Inc.

Food Pantry
Falls Area Community Services, Inc.
serves the needs of Colgate, Germantown, Lannon,
Menomonee Falls and
Richfield.

Food Pantry Update
Thank you kindly for your donations and volunteering
your services to the Food Pantry. Current pantry needs
include: canned vegetables, canned fruits, canned
soups, canned chicken, coffee, cereal, oat meal, juices,
vegetable or canola cooking oil, pancake mix, maple
syrup, ketchup, jelly, salad dressings, white sugar, flour,
baking soda.
Monetary donations are also welcome.
Books Wanted
The Pantry is looking for gently used books that can be
given to the clients. These can be dropped off at church
where you place your food donations.
Sherry Lewitch

Blood Drive
Thank you to all who came out for our May Blood Drive!
At our May drive, we registered 29 donors and collected
26 units of blood. I know that seems “lower” than what
we usually accomplish. But, those 26 units still impacted
lives! 78 lives potentially!
May was a challenge for all of the Blood Center drives,
not just ours. Hopefully, we can build back up, encourage, and motivate. Shepherd of the Hills is consistently
one of the most consistent sponsors of church blood
drives. I’m so very proud of what we’ve done toward
saving lives and what we can yet do.
Our next drive is Wednesday, August 14th. So, mark
your calendars. Summer is often a very slow and difficult time for the Blood Center. Donations drop significantly. I hope we can buck that trend and show them
that Shepherd of the Hills can come through for them.
We can do it!
If you have any questions or suggestions on how to
bring in more donors, please feel free to contact me at
either 262-707-6905 or roskodan@charter.net .
Dan Roskom
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LCMC Lutheran Disaster Assistance Fund
Briarwood Elementary School

nadoes and the relief workers.
To date, those individual donations have amounted to
$840, and your Council of Shepherds has authorized
sending that “tornado” money directly to Pastor Pete and
Lighthouse Lutheran to be 100% distributed directly to the
individuals that they deem appropriate.

On May 20, 2013, Moore, Oklahoma was struck by an
EF5 tornado killing 24 people including 9 children in elementary schools. It also injured 377 people including 70
children. It stayed on the ground for 39 minutes, and
caused catastrophic damage over an area of 17 miles
long and 1.3 miles wide. Nearly everything in its path was
obliterated and turned into rubble.
During the week that followed we contacted the local Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ congregation
located close to that disaster area. Pastor Pete Balaban
and his congregation, Lighthouse Lutheran, had already
considered and accepted their calling to serve as a channel for LCMC mission support to affected individuals in
the tornado’s path. When we asked what we and other
LCMC congregations could do to help, Pastor Pete communicated this response;
 First, Pray! The Biblical witness remains true, when
pushed; we fall to our knees to find the strength to
stand and respond with God’s love and peace. There
are so many people hurt, dazed, confused and questioning. Let us all join in prayer that God’s Holy Spirit
will bring healing, wisdom, guidance, and assurance.
 Second, Lighthouse Lutheran is willing to serve as the
channel for any LCMC mission relief effort. We are
praying and looking for situations where we might be
able to help directly those in need.
The daughter of their church secretary was a teacher in
one of the schools that was hit by the tornado. She gathered her elementary class together, and after the tornado
had passed, they all walked out together, basically unharmed. In the aftermath, several teachers have admitted
that at the time of the tornado hitting, they did something
that they were not suppose to do in a public school. They
prayed to God, and did so loudly, but also kept their children calm and protected.
On the Sunday after the major tornado hit, Pastor Jay
informed our congregation that any individual member
could help in the relief effort by writing a check to SOTH
and mark it TORNADO; then we would assure that 100%
of it was given to the local LCMC congregation to be distributed to individuals they recognized as needing assistance. SOTH also prayed for all those affected by the tor-

In addition, your Council of Shepherds authorized $1000
to be donated to the LCMC Lutheran Disaster Assistance
Fund (LDA). This is the new LCMC program to provide
monetary assistance to a local LCMC congregation that
might be effected by a natural disaster. There is an application process that a congregation must submit, and then
there is a committee that oversees the distribution of
funds and later the accounting of how the grant money
was spent. This LDA program just became legally allowed
to accept donations and provide the necessary administrative needs during the same week that the Oklahoma
tornadoes struck. SOTH will be one of the first of many
more congregations who are contributing to this Lutheran
Disaster Assistance Fund, so that the program can begin
functioning as designed, ASAP.
Finally, the SOTH adult disaster relief team is considering
doing a mission trip to the Oklahoma City area near the
end of July. We are looking into different possibilities for
serving there, and hopefully will be able to stay overnight
in the homes of a local Lutheran congregation. Anyone
interested in maybe being part of that, contact Robin Van
Duser, or Chris Rudolph, or the church office.
SOTH has much to be thankful for. Remember to say a
prayer of thanksgiving for God’s blessings, and that the
Holy Spirit provides guidance and peace for all those in
need.
Jim Dix

Volunteer for
Mission Trip to Oklahoma
Chris Rudolph and Robin Van Duser will be traveling to
Oklahoma to aid in the cleanup and volunteer centers.
we will leave July 21st and return July 28th.
Also Dennis whom we have helped in Joplin will be
able to join us as volunteer. We are in need of volunteers. Please contact Robin 414-640-6378 or
Chris 262-424-8355.
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Church News




SOTH Prayer List

Shishitony Parish in Meru, Tanzania
Simple Hope’s work in Tanzania
American Pastor Saeed Abedini and other Christians
persecuted for their faith
 Family Promise
 Serenity Inn
military personnel overseas
 Shawn Creamer, son of Suzanne & Hugh Creamer,
deployed to Korea
 Chad Bogues serving in the Air Force
 Kenneth Thiele, son of Alan & Sandra Thiele, deployed to
Afghanistan with the Wisconsin National Guard.

Please continue to seek the love, grace and healing from Jesus
Christ, our Lord as we hold each other up in prayer.
Please pray for:
our homebound
 Vivian McEwan • Olga Raeck • Betty Sachse
our partners in mission
 Hearts in Motion
 Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ
 Phetsamone Vannavong, St. Paul’s Laotian Outreach
Ministry Pastor

Financial Education

Let’s Celebrate!

The stewardship committee would like to thank all those
who attended our first ever Financial Education series,
titled Managing God’s Money. Attendees learned about
Money Management, Credit and Debt Management, Investment Tools and Toolboxes, as well as Estate Planning topics.
Due to the series’ popularity, we plan to offer these topics, as well as requested new topics based upon your
feedback, sometime this fall. Read your newsletters and
bulletins for updates!
"Some people spend more time planning a two-week
vacation than they do planning their retirement planning." ~ Anonymous
Summer is a great time to plan a getaway, to visit the
cottage, to go camping or to simply spend time outdoors.
This summer might be a great time to review your retirement plans as well, making sure that all the market
changes haven’t unknowingly impacted your retirement
desires. If you find your plans uncertain or concerning,
then feel free to reach out to the Stewardship Committee
for help in getting you pointed towards your desires.








Sunday school students and their families attended
our Bible Baseball year-end Family Sunday School
event.
6 families will be attending Crossways Family
Camp
3 youth will be attending a week of camp at
Crossways and 2 youth will be attending a week of
camp at Fort Wilderness.
$597 was raised for Operation Christmas Child at
our May 26th brat fry.
$562 was raised from the SOTH board sale for
Habitat for Humanity
We are one nation under God.
Prayers continue to be answered.
Thanks be to God!

From the Stewardship Committee

What's all the commotion out front? We are getting a new sign! It
will be tall enough to be seen over the parked cars, and digital, so
that we can promote important events in addition to our worship
services. Thanks be to God for this most generous and loving memorial to Susan Mascotti. It should be done by the end of June.
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Church News
Serving Compassionately
We are all called through the Holy Spirit to serve our
brothers and sisters in Christ. Through scripture we have
learned: "As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith
without deeds is dead." James 2:26, and, “The King will
reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for
me." Matthew 25:40. We are also told in Matthew 5:16 "In
the same way, let your light shine before others, that they
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven."
This is a spiritual goal for Shepherd of the Hills - for each
of us to joyfully build up the community in Christ through
our daily behavior and service to others. But we need to
be careful in our action plan as we serve congregationally. As we seek to serve others as a church body, we are
also given this warning: "Jesus entered the temple courts
and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He
overturned the tables of the money changers and the
benches of those selling doves." Matthew 21:12
It is important that we carefully discern whether we are
glorifying God as we serve or if we are being led astray
with our good intentions. The Compassion committee is

LCMC Church Council
Workshop
On June 1st The Lutheran Congregations in Mission for
Christ offered a Council Workshop in Scandinavia, WI. It
was presented by the Service Coordinator for all of
LCMC, Mark Vander Tuig. It was attended by 90 individuals who represented 16, out of the 55, Wisconsin LCMC
Congregations. SOTH President, Sherry Wenum, and
council member, Jim Dix attended the event.
Mark Vander Tuig had previously served as the Pastor of
a mission congregation in Iowa that started with 75 members and eventually grew to over 1,100 members. This is
a brief summary of some of his advice that could apply to
all Christians:
Try to appreciate that each individual, or congregation,
has a unique perspective on a situation, and has been
given a special gift that can be used to contribute towards the whole body of Christ’s Church. This will help
to avoid conflict, so that we can better focus our attention on the main thing, which is what Jesus has done
for us. We are all in this together.
Once we can accept what Jesus offers we will want to
become His disciples, who then will want to make more

working on a protocol to help us praise, honor and glorify
our Lord through our deeds and actions in order to build
up a community for Christ. Further, it is important to balance out the timing of each mission as well. If you are
feeling led to present a mission to serve others through
the church body, please fill out the Servant Event/
Project form found in the church office before you begin.
This will give the Compassion Committee an overview of
your mission and your contact information. Then, together
we can prayerfully discern if your mission idea should be
a congregational event or whether it would be better done
through a small group, work, school or other outside community setting.
“God’s Spirit makes us loving, happy, peaceful, patient,
kind, good, faithful, gentle, and self-controlled. There is
no law against behaving in any of these ways. And because we belong to Christ Jesus, we have killed our selfish feelings and desires. God’s Spirit has given us life,
and so we should follow the Spirit.”
Galatians 5:22-25
Let us all go forth to be God's beacon in the way He has
called us to serve in His name!
Karen Puhl
Compassion Committee
disciples for Jesus. Remember Jesus’ last words to us
on earth were those of the Great Commission (Matthew
28:16-20) paraphrased: Go and make disciples in our
own homes, our congregation, our community, our nation, and all nations till all have heard about Jesus.
Jesus taught His disciples, “Obey all I have commanded you, and surely I will be with you always, to the very
end of the age.”
Jim Dix

Jim Dix with Pastor Mark Vander Tuig taken at the all-day
LCMC leadership workshop for church councils. Pastor
Vander Tuig of the LCMC was the presenter and facilitator.
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Church News
A Very Heartfelt Thank You

Meeting People
You Don’t Know
On any given Sunday you will see visitors and members whom you have not
met. Our church has grown to a point
where it is difficult to know or remember everyone’s names. We are all in
the same boat and experience the
same discomfort when we see someone we think we should know, or aren’t
sure if this unknown person/family is a visitor or a member. We can’t let this stop us from meeting and greeting
our visitors and each other!

The Shepherd of the Hills Welcoming Committee recently bid farewell to its longtime chair person, Nancy
Angeli, when she stepped down after 20 years of tireless service. In that span of time she has welcomed
countless people and we are all thankful for her efforts
and dedication. She and Bruce would hand-deliver a
loaf of delicious Panera bread to new guests who
turned in a communication card, which served as both a
memorable Thank You for attending our service and as
a special invitation to return.

Here are some tips to make meeting new people easier:

A heartfelt THANK YOU goes out to Nancy along with
best wishes in whatever she decides will fill her newly
found free time. The transitional chairperson for the
Welcoming Team (as it will now be called) will be Dan
Berg. New members are now being actively sought! If
this sounds like a ministry in which you would see yourself involved, please let a member of the staff know or
contact Dan Berg, Bobbie Siewert, Maureen Leurequin,
or Marcus Davies. THANK YOU!

“Good morning. I’m _____ and I apologize, I know we
have met, but could you remind me of your
name.” (Generally people are very relieved because
they most likely forgot your name as well.) With the use
of instant replay our memories aren’t what they used to
be!

Dan Berg
Welcome Team Co-chair

A question that will embarrass you often is, “Are you
new here?” People switch between services often, so
while they may be new to you, they may not be new to
the church. Try using one of the following greetings instead.
“Good morning (evening). I’m ______. I don’t believe I
have met you yet.”

You can also use the picture board to see if the unrecognized family’s photo is there to learn or refresh your
memory on names. Looking through your pictorial directory on occasion will help as well. (If you do not have
one or need the updated pages, stop at the welcome
center.)
When trying to remember names, repeat the name in
your greeting. “Nice to meet you, Bob.” Try to make an
association with their name. Pair their name up with
something familiar. Think to yourself-oh, I know another
Susie and put their faces together in your mind. Associate them with an activity, etc.

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and
where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom.
2 Corinthians 3:17

If you learn that someone is a visitor and they would
like more information about our worship services and
beliefs, guide them to the welcome center.
Thank you for welcoming our brothers and sisters in
Christ.
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The Welcome Team

Welcoming

The Welcome Team is seeking additional people to help
grow this important ministry. This particular committee
supports all welcoming efforts within and outside the
church walls such as sending birthday cards to the older
members of the congregation; monitoring the church
website; overseeing the greeter and college outreach
ministries; staffing the Welcome Table; assisting with
the New Members Classes; as well as developing new
ideas of connecting with visitors who worship with us.

The Shepherd of the Hills Welcome Team is featured in
an article also appearing in this issue of the Newsletter.
That tied into a book that is being read within our congregation titled “Fusion” which Pastor Jay lent to me.

The team meets once a month and their next meeting
will be held on July 17th at 6:00pm.
Please contact one of the current team members if you
are interested in learning more and/or attending the
next meeting.
Pastor Jay (sothpastorjay@gmail.com)
Dan Berg (djberg@hotmail.com)
Maureen Leurquin (jleurquin@wi.rr.com)
Bobbie Siewert (bobejon@wi.rr.com)
Marcus Davies (mjdavies11@gmail.com)
Mary Brunner (marylb@wi.rr.com)
The Greeter Ministry has two new coordinators. Dan
Berg will be coordinating the greeters for the 8:30am
worship service and Maureen Leurquin for the 10:30am
worship service.
First time visitors typically make a decision about a
church based on their first impressions. SOTH Greeters
have the opportunity to warmly welcome visitors and to
help ensure that their needs are met. It is our goal to
make everyone who walks through our church doors to
feel welcomed and loved every Sunday!
Dan and Maureen are in the process of putting together
a schedule so that each Sunday worship service has at
least 2 friendly greeters.
Please contact Dan (djberg@hotmai.com) or Maureen
(jleurquin@wi.rr.com) if you feel called to be part of this
ministry.

We all know how important it is for the growth of our
faith community that we attract new members so that we
may continue to grow and reach more and more people
who would benefit from joining with us as we worship
our Lord.
As I thought about the Welcome Team and its search
for new members, and read the pages of the book, I
also thought about this fact: the welcoming of prospective new members may be the formal responsibility of
those on the Welcome Team, but it is also very important that each of us become unofficial members of
that Team.
We are witnessing every day whether or not we realize
that. Those who know us and know how important
Christ is in our lives see us as we are; sometimes that
might be a good thing and other times it might be detrimental simply given where we happen to be on that particular day and at that particular time. We need be evermindful that we are on display as members of Christ’s
family, and that what others see when they look at us
can be critical in their decision about a church home.
The Welcome team cannot be everywhere all the time.
Their physical numbers are small, even if the Team doubles in size. But we can become walking and talking
billboards that will either help the Team and Shepherd
of the Hills or not simply depending upon what others
see as they look at each of us.
Among the things we can do as unofficial members is to
simply greet people we don’t know whenever we see
them and to be sure that, if they need something, information or simply being pointed to a rest room, that we
fulfill that need with smiles on our faces.
We are now interviewing applicants to fill the two new
positions announced in the last Newsletter (Assistant for
Connections Ministry and Assistant for Volunteer Ministry) and those two new positions will be very important
to the growth of Shepherd of the Hills. Think how much
more effective we can be by simply being unofficial
members of the Team. As Jesus said in Mark 1:17,
“Come, be my disciples, and I will show you how to fish
for people.” Let us each become a member of the Welcome Team.
Al Campbell
Church Relations Board
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President’s Corner

of technology in worship. The entire document is available
for your review through the office.

The LORD is my strength and my song, and he
has become my salvation; this is my God, and I Time was spent discussing the book “Fusion” by Nelson
will praise him, my father’s God, and I will Searcy. The Welcome Team had asked the Council of
Shepherds to read this book about “turning first-time
exalt him. Exodus 15:2
guests into fully-engaged members of [our] church.” The
It’s not easy being green as Pastor Jay found out at the Council enthusiastically endorsed most of the concepts
June Council meeting. Jim Dix and I attended a leadership presented in the book and highly recommended to the
for church councils conference in Scandanavia, WI spon- Welcoming Team that they disseminate the book to as
sored by the LCMC and brought back several tools to many of our congregants and small groups as possible. If
share with our Council of Shepherds. One of them was you are interested in reading the book, contact the office,
the “Color Test” that helps identify certain personality traits a Shepherd, or a member of the Welcome Team led by
that each of us has that require attention when we interact Dan Berg.
with each other to promote understanding, appreciation of
differences, and patience resulting in better team-building.
Several of us were “reds” or the performers; most were
“yellows” or “blues”, the planners and the relationals (sic).
But Pastor Jay was the solo “green”, a problem solver. He
thinks he needs a compatriot green on the next Council so
he will be looking closely at people named Kermit or those
with an affinity for pigs and flies.
The Council passed the revised Worship Values Document that was presented from the Music and Worship
Committee. The major categories this document deals
with are: overall design of our worship, the role of the
congregation in worship, the use of Holy Communion in
our worship, the atmosphere of our worship, and the use

Join Us for the
LCMC Annual Gathering
October 6th-9th
Each year, Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ
hosts its Annual Gathering, an event designed to gather
together pastors, leaders, church members and partner
mission organizations from all over the world for a time of
inspiration, fellowship, worship, networking and spiritual
growth. This October 6th-9th we will be gathering in Dearborn, Michigan at the Adoba Hotel and Convention Center
overlooking the world headquarters of the Ford Motor
Company and the Henry Ford Museum.
This year’s focus will be on “The Grace of Giving.” This
annual gathering will give us a chance to think about how
we can become more generous in our financial stewardship and clearer about our discipleship. If we can recapture our commitment to making disciples, generosity will
follow.
The event will also feature two worship services, over 75
vendors and mission partners, more than 30 special

As a powerful storm rolled through our area last night, I
was reminded once again of God’s power and majesty
and my insignificance. He is amazing indeed!
God bless you all.
Sherry Wenum
Council of Shepherds’ President
Next Council of Shepherds Meeting —
Tuesday, July 9th

breakout sessions, local music, Bible study and opportunities for fellowship and networking.
As a special treat, LCMC has reserved the Henry Ford
Museum on Tuesday night for a private dinner event,
plus evening admission to the entire museum. Seating for
that special event is limited, and is expected to fill up fast.
Please consider joining Pastor Jay and some of your fellow SOTH members for a special time of fellowship, inspiration, and spiritual growth. Your SOTH council considers
this a worthy event and has authorized subsidies for
SOTH members who may be interested in attending this
year’s LCMC Annual Gathering.
For more information contact Pastor Jay, or Jim Dix, and
you can visit this LCMC web site promoting this event.
http://www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering/233.html
Jim Dix

Page 14

Upcoming Events & Information Items
Passion 2014 Atlanta
When you have 22,000
students gathered together in
one place at one time (2011)
or 60,000 (2013) you can
make serious strides for the
kingdom of God!
Each year a series of
objectives is announced as
the "Do Something Now" goal
which, if achieved, would have
the potential to touch lives all around the world.
Louie Giglio (of the “Together we are the Church” - The
Passion College Movement) told those gathered that
“meeting all these goals would require us to raise a total
of half a million dollars in our few days together.”

On the closing morning of the 2011 event, anticipation
was building, did they reach their goals? YES in fact
those 22,000 college-age students gave way above what
was asked for and weighed in with gifts of more than $1.1
million in their giving!!! The closing morning in 2013 60,000 college-age students gave way above what was
asked, they weighed in at $3 million in giving!!!
This was love and worship in action- an outpouring of
devotion for the glory of God and the good of His world.
Yes they sang songs to Jesus, listened to teaching
together and came away with a very real hope that
something powerful had happened IN their lives at
Passion. But they also left secure in the knowledge that
something had happened THROUGH their lives.
Are you 18-25 year old?
Would you like to experience the Passion College
Movement?
Where: Atlanta
When: January 17, 18, 19 (leave on Friday 17th
return Sunday January 19th) Cost per person:
Conference approx $130, air - approx $300-500,
hotel will vary depending on number per room



Bible Goal- give away 20,000 New Testaments to
unreached in Columbia requiring $20,000. Result:
31,554 New Testaments!



Rescue Women Goal- Provide $45,000 to fund 10
rescue operations to free sex slaves in the
Philippines (each operation frees approx 15 women).
Result: 29 rescue operations!

If interested contact:
Jodi Schulteis 414-899-3276
Jodischulteis@gmail.com



Clean Water Goal- Raise $75,000 for 15 wells in
villages in India. Result: 24 wells!

www.268generation.com/passion2014/
Registration began on June 17th, so please indicate
your interest ASAP.

Renew’s
Summer Book Read
We will be reading Bill Hybel's book "Too
Busy Not to Pray" over our summer vacation and discuss the book when we reconvene the Renew Bible Study on Monday, September 9th.
Contact Karen Puhl or Sandy Kriefall if you
would like the church to order you a copy
of the book. There were so many positive comments
about the "Lies Women Believe" Bible Study that Renew
will be starting that study in September. So pick up a
copy of "Too Busy Not To Pray", mark your calendar for
September 9th and have a blessed summer.

Augustana District

Women of the Word
“Empowered by the Spirit”
September 21st
Watertown, South Dakota
Event Center
Registrations deadline September 11th
Hotel reservations deadline August 22nd
Information and Registrations can be found at the
Welcome Center
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SUPPORT the MT. MERU COFFEE PROJECT

1st Annual Mt. Meru Golf Outing
Sunday, August 25th:
1:00pm - 18 holes
2:30pm - 9 holes
6:00pm - Dinner

Kettle Hills Golf Course, Hwy 167, Richfield

This Month’s Events
Jul 4
Jul 6-13
Jul 16
Jul 16
Jul 19-21
Jul 21-27 or 28
Jul 25
Jul 28
Jul 28
Jul 29-Aug 2

See the Kiosk or Dan Kiesner for details

The Mt. Meru Coffee Project is a
partnership between Lutheran Churches in
Northern Tanzania and Southeastern
Wisconsin to increase the incomes of
family farmers in Tanzania.

Independence Day
IMPACT Mission Trip, Blue Knob, PA
Senior Group (Pontoon Boat Ride)
Summer Book Discussion @ Burkemper’s
Family Camp @ Imago Dei
Tornado Relief Mission Trip, Oklahoma
Habitat - SOTH/Church Build Day
Prayer Pal Picnic
IMPACT Bonfire Night
VBS “Kingdom Rock”

Coming Events
Jul 29-Aug 2
Aug 2-5
Aug 14
Aug 28

VBS “Kingdom Rock”
IMPACT Canoe Trip
Blood Drive
1st Annual Mt. Meru Golf Outing @ Kettle Hills

Special Music
Presentations This Month
Jul 7 8:30am
Jul 21 8:30am
Jul 28 10:30am

Special Soloist Sarah Leurquin
Gospel Worship Group
Youth Vocal Team

Senior Group Activities
Please consider bringing treats on a Sunday,
according to your last name.

July 16th

Pontoon Boat Ride
on Cedar Lake
Come join us in July for lunch at Cedar Ridge’s
Top of the Ridge Restaurant,
113 Cedar Dr., West Bend.

7-7... S
7-14…T-U-V

7-21…W-X-Y-Z
7-28…A-B

Simply place your pre-plated treats on one of the café
tables in the Narthex.
Note: For those with allergies, please mark your
treat if it contains nuts and plate separately.

Summer Book Read

After lunch we will enjoy a free pontoon ride on
beautiful Cedar Lake.

July 16th at 7:00pm

For details and reservations call Nancy Angeli or Kathy
Blackburn. We will carpool from church with departure
at 11:00am.

This summer’s “read” will be Gilead by
Marilynne Robinson.

SOTH Senior Group has had three meetings, enjoying
lunch and other activities. We invite you to join us for
any or all of out gatherings. We usually meet at church
on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 1:00pm.

Please join us for a book discussion in late
July at Mary Jo Burkemper’s home.
Everyone is welcome.

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH
1350 Highway 175
Hubertus, WI 53033

MEMORIALS

Bible School

Vacation

GIVEN IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Jim Wink

“Kingdom Rock”
Where God’s Love Helps
Us Stand Strong

Shepherd of the Hills Church Directory
Worship Schedule
Sunday 8:30AM (Traditional)
10:30AM (Contemporary)
Monday - 6:30PM (Contemporary)
Sunday Schedule
9:30AM Adult Fellowship
11:30AM Adult Fellowship

Church Office
Hours & Information
Monday-Thursday ….....9:00am - 4:30pm
Friday………..….………. 9:00am - noon
sothoffice@sbcglobal.net
(phone) 262-628-2633
(fax) 262-628-8201

(September - May)
9:30AM Sunday School Ages 3-12
9:30AM Faith Café

Shepherd of the Hills Website
www.shepherd-hills.com
Facebook………….Shepherd of the Hills

Pastoral Staff
Jay Thorson…………………….Pastor
sothpastorjay@gmail.com
262-271-5455 (Cell)

Sue Faber………...…...Church Secretary
sothoffice@sbcglobal.net
Becky Reilly………...….…...Bookkeeper
sothstaff@sbcglobal.net
Marge Worthing………Newsletter Editor
sothnewsletter@sbcglobal.net

Council of Shepherds
Sherry Wenum.………..….....President
Scott Lear…….……......V ice President
Gary Strohwig …….…..….Treasurer
Janet Holk...……. .….…..….Secretary

Nursery Ministry Coordinator
Emily Strohwig
Music Staff
Cynthia Skaalen……………...Organist
Kristin Tetzke…….. Director of Choirs
sothyouth@sbcglobal.net
Everett Wood ………...….. Director of
Contemporary Worship
ewoody11@aol.com
Children & Family Ministries
Amy Cichon…...Sunday School & V BS
sothss@sbcglobal.net
Kristin Tetzke………….Y outh Ministry
Coordinator
sothyouth@sbcglobal.net
Cleaning Ministries
Rose Burnick

