January 2014

THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE

My Ethiopia Trip
“Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.’ This is a desert place. And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a
court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship.” — Acts 8:26-27

T

his little scene in the book of Acts is the beginning of the Christian church in Ethiopia. Today
there are millions of Christians there. Some are
part of the Ethiopian Orthodox, which traces its
history all the way back to Acts 8. But there are several
large tribal groups which were not reached with the Gospel. The Oromo speaking peoples didn’t come to Christ
until Lutheran missionaries from
Scandinavia brought the Gospel to
that region over 100 years ago. At
first, the growth was painfully slow,
and some missionaries lost their
lives. But God’s Word prevailed, so
much so that today, the Lutheran
Church in Ethiopia (Mekane Yesus)
is one of the largest and fastest
growing in the world. There are now
more Lutherans in Ethiopia than in
America!
I first heard about the Ethiopian mission when I was a child in Vacation
Bible School. Ever since, I’ve been
hoping for the chance to go in person. I’m getting that chance in January. I will be part of a fact-finding
team from the Augustana District. (The District is a group
of 50+ Lutheran churches which collaborate on mission).
We have been invited by Pastor Dawit of Tabor Lutheran
in Hawassa. This congregation of 5,000 members is
sending missionaries out to the Moslem majority Arsi region, not far from Hawassa. We will be traveling to the
Aris region to visit these mission sites, meet the evangelists, do some training, and learn about this exciting mission. I will be doing some preaching and leading Bible
studies (with an interpreter – I speak no Oromo, yet!). It
will be an adventure – most of these towns and villages
are not on maps.
Once we are back from the frontier areas, we will discuss
a possible partnership. If Shepherd of the Hills gets involved, we would adopt one of these mission stations. We

could help pay for education for the evangelist, get him a
motorcycle so he can make more evangelistic visits, provide prayer support, etc.
I’m excited about this possibility. This is one of the rare
instances of fruitful mission among Moslem cultures.
Cross-cultural mission helps us grow in our own understanding of the Gospel. Furthermore,
since the cost of ministry is so low,
our mission dollars have a much
greater effect. The biggest potential
expense, a small church building,
would be about $5,000.
Although I have paid for all the expenses for my previous trips to Africa, I am grateful to Shepherd of the
Hills for your financial support of this
trip — bless you all! I’ll be reporting
my findings at January’s Annual Voters’ Meeting. Expect to hear some
amazing stories of what God is doing!

† Pastor Jay
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Children and Family Ministries
Sunday School Schedule
Date
01/05/14

Preschool
Lord’s Prayer
Introduction & 1st Petition

K/1
Ten Commandments
#1-3

Grades 2/3
Elijah & Prophets of Baal

Grades 4/5
John the Baptist

01/12/14

Lord’s Prayer
2nd & 3rd Petition

Ten Commandments
#4-7

Ten Commandments
#1-3

Jesus Baptized

01/19/14

Lord’s Prayer
4th & 5th Petition

Ten Commandments
#8-10

Ten Commandments
#4-7

Jesus Tempted

01/26/14

Lord’s Prayer
6th & 7th Petition &
Conclusion

K/1 Family Sunday
School
Ten Commandments

Ten Commandments
#8-10

Psalm 23

2014 Sunday School

Classroom Family Sunday School Events

Memory Work Goals

Parents are Invited

Each of our Sunday school classrooms will have a
memory work goal that will be accomplished by the end
of the school year. Classes will spend four or five lessons learning the meaning behind the words they are
memorizing. Teachers in each of our classrooms will be
working with the children to learn the following:
 Preschool - The Lord's Prayer
 K/1st Grade - The Ten Commandments
 2nd and 3rd Grade - The Apostles' Creed
 4th and 5th Grade - Psalm 23

Each classroom will host a Family Sunday school event
for their parents this year. Parents are invited to attend
this special lesson with their child. We are planning our
classroom Family Sunday school events at the conclusion of each classroom’s memory work unit. For example, the K/1st grade classrooms will host their Family
Sunday school event on January 26 with a Ten Commandment theme after spending three weeks learning
about The Ten Commandment. This gives students the
opportunity to show their parents what they are learning in the classroom. Parents get a chance to spend 1on-1 time with their child in class and find out how they
can reinforce at home what their child is learning in
class. Our Classroom Family Sunday school events will
be held in the north fellowship hall while the other classes are in session in their own classroom. The classroom Family Sunday school events are scheduled for
the following dates.
January 26, 2014 – K/1st Grade –
Ten Commandments
February 2, 2014 – Preschool – The Lord’s Prayer
February 16, 2014 – 4th & 5th Grade – Psalm 23
March 9, 2014 – 2nd & 3rd Grade – The Apostles'
Creed

This memory work strategy will allow us to better prepare children for 6th grade confirmation class and teach
children key parts of our Sunday worship service that
will allow them to participate in worship. The teachers
from each class will communicate to parents the pace at
which the memory work will be learned in their class.
We ask that parents get involved and work with their
child at home to reinforce and practice what their child is
learning in their Sunday school class.

Upcoming Events and Themes
Saturday, January 11th – Pajama Party Game Night - Bring your favorite board game to play with friends.
Saturday, February 8th – Winter Olympics Theme
Children, ages newborn to 5th grade are eligible to sign up and attend. Friends are always welcome to attend with your
child. Our events run from 6:00pm – 9:00pm. There is a charge of $5.00 per child to help cover the cost of craft supplies and snacks. Sign-up sheets for children attending Kid’s Night Out and for adult and youth volunteers are posted
on the Children’s Ministry Kiosk near the church kitchen. We hope that you can join us for a fun evening!

Page 3

Children and Family Ministries
Bible Explorers - 4th & 5th Grade

Winter Sports Party
Attention 4th & 5th Graders....Join
us on Saturday, January 18th
from 12:30 - 4:00pm for a winter
sports party at the Erkkila home.
Bring your sleds, cross-country
skis, and snow shoes for some
winter fun. The Erkkila's live at 749 Woodthrush Lane in
Colgate. Their subdivision has a sledding hill and trails
for cross-country skiing. Later in the afternoon we will
head inside to watch the movie, "Evan Almighty" and
enjoy some hot chocolate and snacks.
This event is limited to 20 students. We would also like
a few parents to join in the fun and help supervise the
activities. Sign-up sheets are posted on the Children's
Ministry Kiosk. Students may also bring a snack to
share. We hope that you can join in the fun!

Operation Christmas Child Update
Thank you SOTH for your support with our
Operation Christmas Child packing event!
We were able to pack and collect a total of
1,010 shoe box gifts.
Check out the highlights from our shoe box packing
event on our church web site at
http://shepherd-hills.com/operation-christmas-child/.
Our committee will be planning another event for November 2014.

Recycle Your Christmas Cards
We would like to collect recycled Christmas cards to
make homemade cards for our shoe boxes. All we
need is the card front picture. You may cut off the inside message. We will add these decorative card pictures to construction paper to make our own card. This
will be a great craft project for our children! These new
cards will have space to write messages to the shoe
box child gift recipient. Please drop off your Christmas
cards in our Operation Christmas Child collection box
near the food pantry shelves.

Additional Committee Members Needed
The Operation Christmas Child Committee is looking
for additional volunteers to join our planning committee
for next year. Our event this year exceeded our goals
with gift items collected, people volunteering to pack,
and number of boxes packed. We would love to have
additional help with planning and running next year’s
event. We will start our initial planning in February.
Please contact Jennifer Weis, Julie Slatinshek, Karol
Schmidt, Vicky Lear, Luanne Schmidt or Amy Cichon
for more details.

Shoe Box Gift Tips

Several Bible Explorers - 4th & 5th graders (and a few older
siblings) - spent time at church on Black Friday (November
29th) to decorate 6 dozen Christmas cookies for residents at
Luther Manor. Students also wrote out messages in Christmas cards for the residents.

After Christmas clearance sales are a perfect time to
start looking for Operation Christmas Child shoe box
gifts for next fall. Many stores like Kmart, Walmart and
the Dollar Store sell Christmas pencils and small novelty toys, and stuffed animals at this time of the year and
put remaining stock on clearance after Christmas.
Many stores also promote White Sales and Stock-Up
Sales in January. This is a good time to be on the lookout for bargains on things like multi-pack wash cloths,
soap, and toothpaste. Please contact Amy Cichon at
sothss@sbcglobal.net if you come across some of
these good deals after Christmas. Our committee has
already received monetary donations to start purchasing shoe box gifts for next year. We thank you for your
help and support!

Children’s Ministry Website
Our Children’s Ministry program has a Shutterfly
website that you can visit at
http:sothchildrensministry.shutterfly.com
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Children’s Christmas Program

Our Sunday school children presented a beautiful Christmas program on December 15th at a special 3:00pm service. Seventy-nine
joyful children participated in the musical entitled, “One Starry Night” by Luke Gambill. Our 14 member Children's Choir was
highlighted in several songs. Our new children’s Chime Choir provided music at offering, ringing “Away in the Manger” & “Silent
Night”. Shepherds Charlie Davies, Jack Schmanski, Carter & Dylan Disch, Ryan Jushka and Spencer Van Engen performed in pantomime while the choir sang the song, "Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow". Bekah & Sophie Erkkila, Danielle Siewert, Haley Wehr,
Zoe Wies and Jenna Ziesemer performed a lovely dance as our choir sang, “One Starry Night”. Our youngest children dressed as
animals at the stable and sang, “Away in a Manger”. All of the Sunday school children did a wonderful job singing "Joy to the
World" and "Go, Tell it on the Mountain" while a small group of children shook jingle bells to the beat of the music.
Special thanks go out to all of our teachers and the many volunteers who worked with children during Sunday school rehearsals,
organized costumes, video-taped the program, took pictures, assisted with set up and clean-up for our program or helped with our
dress rehearsal/luncheon. Thank you for your involvement!
Children’s Program DVDs – Our children’s Christmas program was video taped. Several DVD “library” copies will be available
in early January for small groups or members of our congregation to check out, view and return.
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Youth Activities and Events

IMPACT
& Middle School Youth News

http://sothyouthhs.shutterfly.com/

IMPACT Events
Sunday, January 12th: 6:30pm - 8:00pm IMPACT
Devotion & Fun
January 24th-26th: Winter Xtreme Retreat - Camp
Timberlee in East Troy
Registration due January 5th
This spiritually uplifting and jam-packed winter
weekend includes 2 nights, 5 meals and all activities! The deadline to sign up is January 5th or
while spaces last. The cost per person is $99 after
the SOTH church sponsorship of $40.
DON’T MISS IT!
Tubing-Tobogganing-Snowshoeing-Horseback
Riding-Cross Country Skiing-Karaoke-BroomballNight Zip Line
We will leave at 5:00pm Friday, January 24th or
you can meet us there later that evening.

2014 MISSION TRIP:
June 21-27, 2014
Youth Works: Lincoln County, West Virginia
Registration & $150 deposit due
January 5th
Be sure to get your forms and deposits in to lock in your
spot. Videos and past trip pictures are available on our
website as well.
The mission trip is open to all freshmen in High School
through 2014 high school graduates.

Coming up....
February 22nd-23rd: 30-Hour Famine
IMPACT will be looking for sponsors for World
Hunger with a 30-hour fast and overnight event....

Sunday, March 2nd:
Fat Sunday Pasta Dinner Fundraiser

Confirmation
Middle School Youth
Sunday, January, 12th:
6:30pm-8:00pm Class
Sunday, January, 19th/20th:
Required Worship Service/Worksheet
Sunday, January 26th:
6:30pm-8:00pm Class

Service Projects
Don’t forget about your small group service projects
and service requirements.
Sunday, January 26th:
Annual Voters’ Meeting - Service Opportunities:
- Pie Serving
- Nursery
Sign-up at kiosk
Use the youth website for updates on events, service
activities and calendar of classes. For questions on any
these events, contact Kristin Tetzke at
sothyouth@sbcglobal.net.

For the Congregation...

Camp, Retreat, and
Conference Incentives
WE want YOU to go! We have received many stories of how a Christian camping experience for our
children, youth and families has brought new perspective and friendships to their lives. Many women have said the same about women's retreats and
many amazing men's retreats out there as well.
LCMC along with other Christian Organizations also host wonderful Christian conferences for you to
attend. There are many opportunities to connect
with others in Christian community when you take
a moment to get away from the every day!
"Incentive" money has been set aside in the SOTH
budget to offset the expense of attending camps,
conferences and retreats. These incentives are NOT
based upon financial need, but given freely to those
seeking a moment to grow in God's peace and
presence.
Please see the Camp/Retreat Incentive Flyer located at the Welcome Center to know specifically what
funds are available for the event you would like to
attend. Make your plans today!
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Church Happenings

Simple Hope is grateful for the support of SOTH in sending
off this container of 200,000 lifesaving meals. Please keep it
in your prayers for safe arrival to occur in February 2014.
Thanks be to God!

On December 5th, Pastor Jay welcomed new members with
prayer at the worship services on New Member Sunday. We
welcome them as they too become Joyful Servants of Christ at
Shepherd of the Hills.

Everyone had a chance to
taste the many delicious pies
at the annual Thanksgiving
Eve Pie Social held on
Wednesday, November 27th,
after the Thanksgiving Eve
worship service. It was a time
of fellowship and a chance to
reflect on all of our many
blessings.

Bringing Christmas cheer, carolers from SOTH enjoyed a
visit with member Liesbeth Schoeni as they made their annual rounds of caroling on Saturday, December 14th.

Daniel West enhanced our worship experience as he played
the zibraphone during worship on Sunday, December 1st.
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Serving Opportunities
Serenity Inn
New Year Resolutions, Anyone?
Many of us welcome the opportunity each January to
make New Year’s resolutions to reform and refocus ourselves by embracing better and healthier habits, or ridding
ourselves of undesirable behaviors and attitudes. We start
out enthusiastic and determined, but as the days pass,
the ever-present demands of our busy lives leave us little
if any time or energy to pursue our New Year’s resolutions. Some will persevere and succeed; but most, even
though well intentioned, will fall by the wayside. Some will
vow to try again next year and some will decide it’s more
than they can handle and return to their old habits.
Changing behavior is difficult and to be successful it must
be allowed time and given a high priority. So it is with the
men of Serenity and the resolve to free themselves from
addiction. Serenity Inn had a very good year in 2013 with
9 of the approximately 45 men accepted into the program
reaching their “Rite of Passage” (graduation). They are
now enjoying a productive life of sobriety.
Arriving at the Inn on Wednesday evening, December 4 th,
we expected a group of 10 or more men with many being
familiar faces. As we unloaded the car Ken, Fitzgerald
and Devin, men we had shared dinner fellowship with in
November, warmly greeted us along with the new residents Andre, Dion, Henry, Jesse and Marcus. Yes eight
warm and engaging men greeted us, but as foggy and
unclear as the night was, so was my bewilderment with
the absence of Daniel, Derrick, Eric, Jeremy, Peter and Tony. What happened to
these men? They were all doing well and
each one had promised me that he would
be there when we returned in December. I
had come to know each one of them and,
as in the past, when a man leaves the
program prior to completion, it is as if I lost
a friend. Please pray for a successful recovery for the men currently in residence,
for the men who left early that they will yet
find sobriety, for the graduates to remain
strong and successful in recovery, for the
staff to remain committed to Serenity’s
mission and finally, pray for those men we
will come to meet this year.
As we enjoyed the dinner conversation
Lorraine thought she recognized Andre as
having been at the Inn before. Andre
acknowledged he had been a resident for
a time this past summer. Andre explained
he was there for 90 days because the
court ordered rehab or jail. After leaving

Serenity he was sober for a time, but when he had to lie
to his 7-year old daughter about his drinking he knew he
wasn’t the father she needed him to be. He began to think
about treatment, but where? While going through some of
his personal items he came across a SOTH Serenity Inn
article that he had saved while at Serenity. As he re-read
it, he knew Serenity was where he needed to be. He
called Serenity and is back ready to take on the challenges of recovery because this time it’s his idea, and he
wants to be the father his daughter needs.
We said our goodbyes and as we headed for the cars, the
fog had cleared and with it my bewilderment of the six
missing men. Sadly, as with New Year’ resolutions (men
in recovery at the Inn) many well-intentioned ones fall
along the wayside, but for the men who are successful, oh
what joy there is and so too is my desire to continue to
help the next man and make a new friend.
A special thank you to Bonnie Eggert, Debi Mueller and
Gail Rathsack for providing a meal of chicken, mashed
potatoes, green beans, bread, milk and carrot cake. The
dinner/fellowship was provided by Sarah Vieau, Beth
Thorson, Marcus Davies and Lorraine and Jim Bahr.
Upcoming dates:
Wednesday, January 1st and February 5th with a special
extra date of Wednesday, January 15th.
Jim Bahr

From left to right: Dion, Marcus, Henry, Andre, Ken, Devin, Rick (Innkeeper),
Jesse, Fitzgerald
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Serving Opportunities
Collegiate Outreach Partnership Endeavor

COPE
A new year, a new ministry at SOTH. In an effort to support our young adults (folks 18-ish to 24-ish) who are pursuing a post-secondary education, COPE (Collegiate Outreach Partnership Endeavor) was “born”. We understand
that the time when a student leaves the structure and familiarity of high school and embarks on a collegiate path
typically results in a multitude of challenges and significant change. Consequently, in early December, we sent
“care packages” to twenty individuals (whose parents provided contact information) to remind them of their importance to not only the Shepherd of the Hills community,
but also God’s kingdom. Including such items as protein
bars and lifesavers we acknowledged the struggles and
assurances that exist in life.
The protein bar is to remind you that “God shows undeserved kindness to everyone. That’s why he had Christ
Jesus choose you to share in his eternal glory. You will
suffer for a while, but God will make you complete,
steady, strong, and firm. God will be in control forever.”
1 Peter 5: 10-11

Sarah Artz, daughter of Steve & Cindy Artz, and a student
at UW Madison, tweeted her delight on the SOTH
webpage upon receiving her care package:
“St Nick came early this year! And got
an awesome package from church!
Thanks @SOTHRichfield !”
It is our ministry’s goal to provide periodic cards and packages during the
spring academic term to continue to lift up our youth.
Thus, we ask that parents keep us updated on demographic information for their college-aged “kids” so that
we can maintain our desired communication. We would
also like to thank the parents who donated the items included in the December Care Packages. Similarly, a
heads up to members of the congregation that we anticipate a variety of ways in which we will ask for your support as we move forward.
Penny Komatz

The lifesavers are to remind you that “the Lord will save
everyone who faithfully worships him” Joel 2: 32

Falls Area Community Services, Inc.

Food Pantry
Falls Area Community Services, Inc., serves the
needs of Colgate, Germantown, Lannon,
Menomonee Falls and Richfield.
Thank you to everyone who donated to and served at the
food pantry in 2013. Your contributions made a difference
in many peoples lives.
As we begin the new year, please consider donating extra
food items that are needed, but not limited to: Canned
vegetables (especially spinach, beets, sauerkraut – no
need for green beans at this time), canned fruits
(especially mandarin oranges, pineapple, pears), chunky
soups, chicken, beef and vegetable broths, canned
pastas, Spaghetti-O’s, canned chicken, canned tuna and
salmon, baked beans, black olives, boxed pasta, rice,
coffee, cereal, oatmeal, fruit juices, vegetable cooking oil,
pancake mix, maple syrup, ketchup, salad dressings,
white sugar, flour, baking soda, cake mix, canned frosting,
applesauce, JELL-O, JELL-O pudding, pie filling, pudding
cups, hot cocoa mix, tea, Kleenex, paper towel, shampoo,
conditioner, deodorant and toothpaste.

Birthday Bags
Thank you to the Acts II Circle for donating 10 birthday
bags to the pantry. The birthday bags include a cake mix,
can of frosting, candles and a small token to acknowledge
the special day.
Giving Envelope – Pantry Donations
To make a monetary donation to the food pantry, add it to
your giving envelope. On the envelope, the third line is
noted for “Other.” Write “Food Pantry” and include the
dollar amount on that line. At the end of each month, a
check is cut to the pantry and the amount that you
donated will appear on your church statement.
Sherry Levitsch

Family Promise
God gave SOTH the wonderful opportunity to share
our good gifts and Christian fellowship with 5 households staying with Family Promise in December. We
thank each one of you who provided food, fellowship
or prayers for these families and individuals as they
begin again.
We will serve again during the week of March 9th,
2014.
Karen Puhl & Lisa Gramoll
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Serving Opportunities
A Servant’s Heart
th

On Saturday, December 7 , my husband, Adam,
and I signed up to ring the Salvation Army Bells
at Cabela’s from 5-7 pm. For the past few years,
we have signed up as a family, but this year it
was so cold that our kids stayed home with
Grandma. It was not the same without them
there, as their presence adds a whole new atmosphere, but we still had a ton of fun doing this
and raising money for such a great cause! I think
that when the general public sees you having
fun, it not only puts a smile on their faces but it
makes them want to give. Both of our families
came to visit, donate and help ring the bells.
During our shift, there was a young group of friends, all
in their 20s, who stopped by the kettle. One young man
put a few dollars in as he entered Cabela’s. We said
‘Thank You’ and wished the group a Merry Christmas. On their way out, one of the young men said smiling, "You know, I am feeling extra generous!" And as he
was saying this, he pulled a $50 bill out of his wallet and
put it into the kettle! You could tell that he was giving
just because he wanted to and not to impress anyone in
his group. We again thanked him and said, “Merry
Christmas” - we could not stop smiling! That young man
had made our night with his donation. It was nice to see
everyone donating money throughout the night, but it
was even better to see a young man being so generous,
even with his buddies there! The whole experience really reminds you what Christmas is all about - to give, not
expecting anything in return, and to be happy and
thankful for what you have. It was a great night and we
cannot wait to do it again next year!
Sarah Vieau

Salvation Army –

Red Kettle Campaign
We had another successful year assisting Washington County’s Red Kettle campaign. Red Kettle
has been raising monies in excess of $77,000
each year for the past 5 years or so. Prior to that,
less than $35,000 was raised each year. Without
your support, this would not be possible. Shepherd
of the Hills had three days of ringing at Cabela’s;
we were represented by the youth group, families
and individuals. In total, we had over 60 people
from our congregation participating. People
brought their smiles, festive clothing and a positive
attitude that penetrated the hearts of the public
and made this another successful year. The monies
raised all are used locally to support families and individuals in need. Mathew 25:40 “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” When the final totals for
the year are calculated, and the detail of our three days
are available, I will publish the final totals.
John Wenum
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Reflections

Uncomfortable Situations
Fear of My Unknown Future
Sometimes God puts us in uncomfortable situations to
stretch us and teach us. I found myself in a situation like
that the weekend before I started my new job. I was in an
Arizona airport in the middle of the night waiting to board
a delayed red-eye flight home, scheduled to depart at
2:00am. I noticed a man with a
scruffy face wearing a HarleyDavidson tee shirt with the
arms torn off to display the
tattoos that covered his arms
to the shoulders. He wore a
leather H-D baseball hat and
his hair was tied in a long pony
tail. I normally would not pay
attention but that night I focused on him due to my fear of
my unknown future. I have
worked with diverse people in
the past and think of myself as
pretty open and accepting, but
he made me feel uncomfortable. There was something
that made me uncomfortable to think that I was going to
work with people like that.

it easier than all of us getting up to switch seats. That was
actually nice of him to take the middle seat, I thought.

I Thanked God For Making His Point
We were in flight, it was dark and I was sleeping against
the window when I woke up enough to realize that this
man had leaned over so that he
was sleeping on my shoulder. I got
the sense that God was telling me
that He loves this man and that I
should love him too. I realized that
this man willingly took the most uncomfortable seat – he was in my
seat. I owe him gratitude. I was
careful to not disturb him and went
back to sleep. Instead of moving
away, I smiled and thought, “God
has a sense of humor.” God used
this man to show me areas I need
to improve in. I got His message
loud and clear. This man was a kind
child of God. I thanked God for making his point and
asked for forgiveness. God sees each of our hearts and
He loves who we are.

Gravitate Toward What Is Comfortable

Peace That My Heart Will Be Challenged

Isn’t that true of all of us? Has anyone of you judged
someone you didn’t know by what they were wearing, how
many tattoos or piercings they have, what they drive,
where they live, how they look? We tend to associate with
people most like ourselves mainly because that is what is
most comfortable. We form opinions about people that are
not like us based on other people’s opinions, based on
news stories we have heard or simply based on our assumptions on a fear of the unknown. We are polite and
acknowledge them, and know they are there, but if given
the choice, we will gravitate toward what is comfortable.
But judging others based on appearance is not the way of
the Lord. 1 Samuel 16:7b “The LORD does not look at the
things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

The kingdom of God is filled with all types of people. Often
we are asked to serve people we may be uncomfortable
around: the hungry, the sick, the lonely, the homeless,
and the hurt to name a few. God’s plan can lead us down
scary, unknown paths. But when we follow, it is then that
God knows how much we truly trust Him. Since then, God
has helped me see a biker stopped to see how he can
help a homeless man, hundreds of bikers at a Habitat for
Humanity house, and a man dressed similar to my airplane buddy waiting for a facial, each example seeing the
heart of people and shattering my initial fears. So replacing that uncomfortable fear is a sense of hope that
God has me right where He wants me. Peace that
m y heart will be challenged with many opportunities to gravitate toward what is uncomfortable
with the awareness that there just may be someone at m y new job who is waiting to experience
the love of Christ.

The Middle Seat in the Very Last Row
As we boarded the plane, my seat was the middle seat in
the very last row of the plane. I was the first in my row to
sit down waiting for my seatmates to arrive. I saw the biker guy coming down the row… don’t tell me… sure
enough he has the aisle seat in my row. He was followed
by a larger man who was assigned the window seat. The
biker man told me to go ahead and move in by the window and he took the middle seat right next to me to make

Sandy Kriefall
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New Member Directory Update
New Members
The following people were joyfully received as new members on Sunday, December 8th. Please take a moment to introduce yourself and welcome our new members into our sheepfold!

Joseph Bailey

Jamie & Theresa Lex
Brandon & Chandler

Tiffany Brandt
Cole & Luke

Laura Plautz

Jerry & Kathy Buenger

William & Josephine Schneider

Chris Ehrett & Tara Wedde

Donald & Carol Schreiner

Annette Fischer

Donald & Susan Slichter

Charles & Jolene Jewell

Jesus said, “A nyone who welcomes you
welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me.”
Matthew 10:40
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Church News
New Staff Member
The most recent position created to foster the growth and impact of Shepherd
of the Hills is that of the Assistant for
Communications Ministry. We were
blessed with an application from Ms.
Sherry Levitsch who is the daughter of
Diane Lewitch. She progressed through
the interview stages and impressed all during that process with her talents, already-demonstrated skills and
enthusiasm for this new role.
Sherry will step into this role In January and will be a
half-time staff member.
She has a broad background and skill set that seemed
ideally suited to the needs we have identified in the area
of communications and coordination as we grow and
expand the ministries and outreach of our church. Her
portfolio of past accomplishments was indeed impressive.
Sherry incidentally was a big help in the most recent
edition of the SOTH Pie Social and that was an incidental role that she volunteered to fill even before her
first interview.
Among the duties ascribed to this new position is that of
following in the footsteps of Marge Worthing as publisher of our monthly newsletter, so you’ll all see her regularly snapping pictures, talking with people, etc. The position will also be directly involved in all forms of electronic outreach while maintaining and augmenting the
volunteer network that has been so heavily involved in
that area of our church life.
When the opportunity arises, please join me, the Shepherd’s Council and Church Relations Board in welcoming Sherry to her new position and don’t be bashful
about assisting in any way possible as Sherry moves
into her new role.
Al Campbell

2014 Greeters Needed!
New Years Greetings to you all! Late last year the new
Greeter program was launched and has been so successful thanks to many of YOU!
If you would be interested in becoming a Greeter in this
New Year, please contact:
 Dan Berg (8:30am service Greeting Coordinator)
djberg@hotmail.com or 262-573-1510
 Maureen Leurquin (10:30am Greeting Coordinator)
jleurquin@wi.rr.com or 262-253-9954

SOTH Prayer List
Please continue to seek the
love, grace and healing from
Jesus Christ, our Lord as we
hold each other up in prayer.
Please pray for:
our homebound
 Vivian McEwan • Olga
Raeck • Betty Sachse
our partners in mission
 Hearts in Motion
 Lutheran Congregations
in Mission for Christ
 Phetsamone Vannavong,
St. Paul’s Laotian
Outreach Ministry Pastor
 Shishitony Parish in
Meru, Tanzania
 Simple Hope’s work in

Tanzania
 American Pastor Saeed
Abedini and other
Christians persecuted for
their faith
 Family Promise
 Serenity Inn
military personnel overseas
 Shawn Creamer, son of
Suzanne & Hugh
Creamer, deployed to
Korea
 Kenneth Thiele, son of
Alan & Sandra Thiele,
deployed to Afghanistan
with the Wisconsin
National Guard

Wanted:
College Students for a

Paid Internship
Looking for a summer internship? Consider Compassion
International which offers a ten week, paid internship for
college students who have completed their sophomore
year. Compassion International exists as a child advocacy ministry that releases children from spiritual, economic, social and physical poverty and enables to become
responsible, fulfilled Christian adults. The internship begins on May 26, 2014 with a mission trip to Guatemala
lasting until May 31st. Then you spend ten weeks at the
Colorado Springs, Colorado office of Compassion International. The program concludes on August 7th-8th with
participation via satellite feed to the Willow Creek Leadership Summit. Detailed job descriptions and applications are available on the Compassion "employment opportunities" web page. Look for the job titles that begin
with intern. Students from a wide variety of majors are
considered. Applications are due January 2, 2014.
Shepherd of the Hills members sponsor about 50 compassion children across the world. If you want to talk to
someone who sponsors a child through Compassion or
want to learn more about the organization, contact the
church office for more information.
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Church News
President’s Corner
“He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and
preach the good news to all creation.’”
Mark 16:15 NIV
The Council of Shepherds met for the last
time in the year 2013 on December 10th.
There was still much to do as the year
came to an end.
We have set the date and time of our Annual Voters’
Meeting. Save January 26, 2014 at 11:35am for this important meeting. It will be a soup and pie event so be
sure to sign up to bring one or the other. We will eat soup
before the meeting and pie during the meeting.

District congregations to share in the financial support of
any church started within our geographic district. They
estimate that they will need $65,000/year/mission developer to cover salary, benefits, housing, etc. That would
average to about $100/month/current congregation BUT
some of these congregations are small, 12-15 people,
and could not afford this amount. Larger churches (SOTH
is considered a larger church), will be asked to step up.
We will be learning more shortly.
Finally, the Council of Shepherds authorized distribution
of more Council Select funds: $4,500 to Simple Hope to
cover their liability insurance; $1,000 to Salvation Army;
and $250 to The Gathering (People in Community Feeding the Hungry).

Patty Gitter shared the early results of the CHAT survey
that will become common knowledge at the upcoming
Annual Voters Meeting. The results were encouraging but
do show areas that need to be addressed. There were
180 surveys returned, representing 58% congregational
participation. The Long-Range Planning Committee is
very pleased with the congregational response.

I am sure that you all are brimming with New Year’s vigor
and are committed to fulfilling your new resolutions. Let
one include sharing your time and talents with your
church home!

Don Kriefall shared with us that LCMC would like to start
up 1,000 churches in the United States within the next ten
years. Their goal is to plant at least one of them in Wisconsin, possibly within the Greater Milwaukee area.
LCMC will be asking its 54 Wisconsin/Upper Peninsula

Next Council of Shepherds Meeting —
Tuesday, January 7th at 7:00pm

New Drop Box
Have you noticed that we now have a
slotted wooden box located outside
the church office? It is located outside
the church office, to the right of the
door, and was built by Bill Mascotti.
Thanks, Bill! We also have a folder on
the church office door to communicate or drop off forms, but the drop
box is for use in placing monetary
items (for example, envelopes with egg roll orders,
wreath orders, flower orders, stewardship pledges, bible
study book payments, etc.)
Throughout the year and when the office is closed,
please use this new drop box as another means of communicating with the office or depositing some of the
items listed. This will ensure the safety and receipt of
your items by the Shepherd of the Hills staff. Thank you!

Sherry Wenum
Council of Shepherds’ President

Annual Voters’ Meeting —
Sunday, January 26th at 11:35am

Weather Emergency Procedures
In the event of inclement weather
or other emergencies please see
our church/event cancellation procedures.
Whenever possible, closings/cancellations will be posted on our church website at www.shepherd-hills.com.
 For small group events, personally contact the person in charge of that event. Their number should be
listed in your church directory.
 When possible, a group e-mail will be sent to inform
you of a cancellation IF we have your e-mail address.
 Text Pastor Jay (262-271-5455) or Sandy Kriefall
(414-630-5543) to get cancellations on the front
page of the SOTH website as another means of
communicating this information.
 Large group cancellations will also be placed on the
NBC, FOX and ABC networks under Shepherd of
the Hills—Richfield. (channels 4, 6 and 12).
In any case, if you feel uncomfortable driving/going out
in the current weather situation, please stay in the safety of your home.
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Upcoming Events & Information Items
ANNUAL

Thinking of Retiring?
Attend a new

VOTERS’ MEETING
Sunday, January 26, 2014
11:35am
SOUP & PIE

LUNCHEON
Soup and Pie makers needed!
(sign-up in Narthex)
Annual Report will be available to read one week
prior to Annual Meeting

“Social Security
Workshop”
Please join us on Wednesday, January 29, 2014 at
7:00pm for a workshop/seminar on Social Security, put
on by the Stewardship Committee. Leo Lesch and Dan
Smith will be leading the discussion. They will cover the
following topics:
 Brief history of Social Security
 Will it be there for you
 How your benefits will be calculated
 Spousal and Survivor benefits
 Strategies for maximizing your monthly benefit
 The effect of working and taxes on your benefits
Interested participants will have the opportunity to sit
down and utilize their Leo and Dan’s benefits maximization calculator software.
If you are uncertain about retiring and about what the
best options are for you, come and learn. We are hoping that we can minimize your concerns.

2013 Christmas Cookies
We would like to thank all of the cookie elves and their
delivery helpers who provided this season’s advent
cookies. This is truly a “loaves and fishes” event. We
never know how many or what kind of cookies will be
garnered, but once again there is an abundance of
sweets to share. Some of you have been part of this
tradition for over 10 years; others answered the call for
the first time this year. Be assured that you have enhanced the hospitality of Shepherd of the Hills and you
are appreciated!
Sue Dix and Sherry Wenum

The Stewardship Committee

Senior Group Report
At our November 19th gathering, 14 of us enjoyed a
very nice lunch at the Odyssey restaurant in Menomonee Falls. After lunch, we proceeded to Holy
Cross Lutheran Church to view the huge collection of
nativity sets by Bill and Susanne Gay. The Gays gave a
wonderful presentation on the origin of many of their
almost 500 sets and how they acquired them. All are
displayed in beautiful oak and glass cabinets and are on
display at Holy Cross year round.
There was no meeting in December, but the Senior
Group will meet again the 3rd Tuesday of the month on
January 21st at 1:00pm at SOTH. We will participate
in table games, cards & dice. We will have dessert and
beverages. Hope to see you there!
Kathy Blackburn
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Upcoming Events & Information Items
This Month’s Events

SAVE THE DATE
Jan 1
Jan 9-20
Jan 24-26
Jan 26

IMPACT FAT SUNDAY
Spaghetti Dinner
March 2, 2014

New Year’s Day
Pastor Jay in Ethiopia
IMPACT Winter Xtreme High School Retreat
Annual Voters’ Meeting &
Soup & Pie Luncheon
Social Security Workshop

Jan 29

Coming Events

Mt. Meru Coffee

Feb 2

2014 Augustana Dist. Theological Conf. in
Bloomington, MN
30 Hour Famine
IMPACT FAT SUNDAY-Spaghetti Dinner
Ash Wednesday

Feb 21-22
Mar 2
Mar 5

Help support the Mt. Meru Coffee Project
and enjoy a good cup of coffee!
Both regular and decaffeinated coffee from Tanzania
can be ordered in:
 4 pound size ($45)
 12 ounce size ($10)
 10 ounce size flavored coffee ($10)

Special Music
Presentations This Month
Jan 5 8:30am
Jan 12 8:30am

Order sheets can be found in the church’s coffee nook.

Jan 19 8:30am
Jan 26 8:30am

Choir
Choir with 4 Hand Piano Cynthia Skaalen and Cindy Johnson
Choir
Gospel Worship Team

Treat Schedule for Goodies to Share with Friends and Visitors
Do you like to schedule events and activities in advance on your phone or calendar, to be prepared well ahead of
time? Have you ever wondered if the Shepherd of the Hills Sunday treat schedule that asks for goody donations alphabetically by last names throughout the year could be displayed for the whole year so that you know when your it is your
Sunday to contribute? Well, you are in luck! By request, we have created a Shepherd of the Hills 'Annual Sunday
Treat Schedule', listing the first letter of your last name and all of the Sundays you are asked to contribute. You will
now have plenty of time to bake or purchase your goodies to share with friends and visitors here at Shepherd of the
Hills! And please remember to welcome and greet someone you don’t know each Sunday, and guide them to the
treats!

Annual Sunday Treat Schedule
Please consider bringing treats to church on a Sunday according to your last name.
Simply place your pre-plated treats on one of the café tables in the narthex.
NOTE: For those with allergies, please mark your treat if it contains nuts and plate separately.
A-B

C-D

E-F-G

H

I, J, Kn

Ko, L

M, N

O, P, R

S

T-U-V

W-X-Y-Z

02/02/14

02/09/14

02/16/14

02/23/14

03/02/14

03/09/14

03/16/14

01/05/14

01/12/14

01/19/14

01/26/14

04/27/14

05/04/14

05/11/13

05/18/14

05/25/14

06/01/14

06/08/14

03/23/14

03/30/14

04/06/14

04/13/14

07/13/14

07/20/14

07/27/14

08/03/14

08/10/14

08/17/14

08/24/14

06/15/14

06/22/14

06/29/14

07/06/14

09/28/14

10/05/14

10/12/14

10/19/14

10/26/14

11/02/14

11/09/14

08/31/14

09/07/14

09/14/14

09/21/14

01/18/15

01/25/15

02/01/15

02/08/15

02/15/15

02/22/15

03/01/15

11/16/14

11/23/14

01/04/15

01/11/15

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH
1350 Highway 175
Hubertus, WI 53033

MEMORIALS
GIVEN IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Henny Krone

Shepherd of the Hills Church Directory
Worship Schedule
Sunday 8:30AM (Traditional)
10:30AM (Contemporary)
Monday - 6:30PM (Contemporary)
Sunday Schedule
9:30AM Adult Fellowship
11:30AM Adult Fellowship

Church Office
Hours & Information
Monday-Thursday ….....9:00am - 4:30pm
Friday………..….………. 9:00am - noon
sothoffice@sbcglobal.net
(phone) 262-628-2633
(fax) 262-628-8201

(September - May)
9:30AM Sunday School Ages 3-12
9:30AM Faith Café

Shepherd of the Hills Website
www.shepherd-hills.com
Facebook………….Shepherd of the Hills

Pastoral Staff
Jay Thorson…………………….Pastor
sothpastorjay@gmail.com
(cell) 262-271-5455

Sue Faber………...…...Church Secretary
sothoffice@sbcglobal.net
Becky Reilly………...….…...Bookkeeper
sothstaff@sbcglobal.net
Deb Ratzel………….….…...Assistant for
Volunteer Ministries
sothvolunteer@sbcglobal.net
Sherry Levitsch ……………Assistant for
Communications Ministry
sothnewsletter@sbcglobal.net

Council of Shepherds
Sherry Wenum.………..….....President
Scott Lear…….……......V ice President
Gary Strohwig …….…..….Treasurer
Janet Holk...……. .….…..….Secretary

Nursery Ministry Coordinator
Emily Strohwig
Music Staff
Cynthia Skaalen………...…Director of
Worship and Traditional Music
cskaalen@sbcglobal.net
Kristin Tetzke…….. Director of Choirs
sothyouth@sbcglobal.net
Everett Wood ………...….. Director of
Contemporary Music
ewood.soth@gmail.com
Children & Family Ministries
Amy Cichon…...Sunday School & V BS
sothss@sbcglobal.net
Kristin Tetzke………….Y outh Ministry
Coordinator
sothyouth@sbcglobal.net
Cleaning Ministries
Rose Burnick

