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THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE

Get in God’s Way
Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. — Hebrews 12:14
So (Zacchaeus) ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. — Luke 19:4

O

ne of the great challenges of being a Christian is
leading others to Christ. We know how much our
relationship with God has blessed us and
changed our lives. We want others whom we love to
enjoy this same relationship, but when we tell them
about Christ, all too often, nothing happens. Similarly,
we know other Christians who have a much richer faith
than our own. They are less afraid,
more gentle, always ready to make
sacrifices for God. We see them and
we want to be like them, so we try to
improve our lives to be more like
Christ, but nothing happens. After
awhile, we are still in the same sinful
state.

us and others come into a relationship with God. The
key is that God converts us “through means.” These
means are the hearing of God’s Word, the sacraments,
the experience of Christ through Christian community,
etc. Just like if you want to fall in love, you have to get
out of the house and start dating, so too, if you want a
relationship with God; it helps to go where God says he
will be. Be like Zacchaeus, who knew
which road Jesus was coming down,
and got in his way. Or when we practice
holy living, especially sacrificially serving others, Hebrews 12:14 assures us
that this helps us to see God, by helping
us to recognize God’s presence in our
midst.

So, what needs to happen, so that an
unbeliever comes to Christ? And what
needs to happen, so that a believer
becomes filled with the Holy Spirit and
grows in Christ-likeness?

This means that the answer to the questions “How do I help my friend find
Christ,” and “How do I grow in Christian
maturity” are the same: Get in God’s
way. Read more of the Bible. Listen to more sermons
(with the Internet, this is incredibly convenient). Hang
around more Christians, especially serving with them.
Doing these things won’t guarantee that God will come
into your life (that’s still the free work of the Spirit). However, not doing them almost certainly guarantees that
God won’t come into your life.

“...faith is
something that
God causes to
happen.”

The Bible’s answer may not be what you expect. On the
one hand, the Bible says, “There is nothing you can do.”
The Bible teaches that all spiritual change is exclusively
the work of God. Jesus taught this in John 6:44: “No one
can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws
them.” Jesus then repeats this in John 6:65. These passages, and the many other similar ones, teach that conversion is a supernatural work of God. Lutherans have
always taught this. You’ll find it in the Small Catechism
under the explanation to the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the
Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel, enlightened
me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith;
So, faith is something that God causes to happen. It is
like falling in love: it is the appearance of the beloved in
your life that wins your heart, and causes you to “fall” in
love.
Now, does this mean there is nothing we can do? Not at
all. Scripture is constantly telling us to do things to help

So, make it a point to keep getting in God’s way!

† Pastor Jay
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Children and Family Ministries
Sunday School Schedule
Date
02/02/14

Preschool

K/1

Grades 2/3

Grades 4/5

Preschool Family
Sunday School
The Lord’s Prayer

David & Goliath

The Lord’s Prayer-Part 1

Psalm 23 -Week 2
5th Grade meets in
Preschool Room

02/09/14

David, the Shepherd Boy

Joshua &
Walls of Jericho

The Lord’s Prayer-Part 2

02/16/14

A Little Girl Helps Naamen

Daniel &
the Lion’s Den

The Apostles’ Creed
First Article

02/23/14

Miriam, Sister of Moses

Jesus Meets
Disciples

The Apostles’ Creed
Second Article

Sunday School Offerings
2013
Our Sunday school program collected $861 in offerings
in 2013 which will be donated to the Shishitony Parish
School in Tanzania, Africa. This money will be used to
purchase uniforms and books for students and help with
tuition costs. We thank you for your generosity!

Psalm 23 - Week 3
4th & 5th Grade meet
in the fellowship hall
for special lesson
Psalm 23
4th & 5th Grade
Family Sunday School
Boaz

Classroom Family Sunday School Events

Parents are Invited
In 2014 each classroom will host a Family Sunday
school event for their parents. Parents are invited to
attend this special lesson with their child. We are
planning our Classroom Family Sunday school events at
the conclusion of each classroom’s memory work unit.
The K/1 grade class, after spending three weeks
learning about the Ten Commandments, hosted their
Family Sunday school event on January 26th.
The Preschool class, after spending four weeks
learning about The Lord’s Prayer, will host a Family
Sunday school event on February 2nd.
The 4th and 5th grade class, after spending three
weeks learning about Psalm 23, will host a Family
Sunday school event on February 16th.
The 2nd and 3rd grade class, after spending three
weeks studying the The Apostles' Creed, will hold their
Family Sunday school event on March 9th.

4th & 5th grade Bible Explorers enjoyed an afternoon of
sledding, cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing at the
Erkkila's house on January 18th. Everyone had a great
time!

Our classroom Family Sunday school events give
students the opportunity to show their parents what they
are learning in the classroom. Parents get a chance to
spend 1-on-1 time with their child in class and find out
how they can reinforce at home what their child is
learning in class. All classroom Family Sunday school
events will be held in the north fellowship hall. We hope
that you can join us!
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Children and Family Ministries

SAVE THE DATE

VBS

Upcoming Events and Themes
Saturday, February 8th - Winter Olympics Theme
Saturday, March 15th - Outer Space Theme
Kid’s Night Out is a program designed to create opportunities for fellowship and fun among our children and
youth while their parents enjoy a night out. Youth (6 th 12th grade) help run games, crafts, and other activities
that have been coordinated by Amy Cichon.
Our events run from 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm. There will
be a charge of $5.00 per child to help cover the cost of
craft supplies and snacks. Extra proceeds will go towards the youth group fund raising efforts. Children,
ages newborn to 5th grade are eligible to sign up and
attend. Friends are always welcome to attend with your
child.
Sign-up sheets for children attending Kid’s Night Out
and for adult and youth volunteers are posted on the
Children’s Ministry Kiosk in the north fellowship hall near
our Sunday school classrooms. We hope that you can
join us for a fun evening.

Join us for
"Wilderness Escape"
Where God Guides
& Provides
August 4 - 8, 2014
9:00 am - 12noon
At Wilderness Escape, kids will caravan
through the wilderness with Moses and the
Israelites in this one-of-a-kind
Bible-times vacation Bible school.

Operation Christmas
Child Update
It's time to begin planning for our 2014 Operation Christmas Child event. We would
love to have some additional members on
our planning committee. Please contact Amy Cichon at
sothss@sbcglobal.net if you are interested in serving on
this committee.
At this time we are collecting the decorative fronts of
Christmas cards so that we can use them to make
homemade cards for each of the shoebox recipients.
We are also collecting empty shoeboxes. You can
place these items in the Operation Christmas Child collection box located next to the Food Pantry shelves.
Thank you!
Our Kid's Night Out Pajama Party and Game Night was
held on January 11th. The children had a great time
playing board games, working on puzzles, playing pingpong, and making homemade pizza for snack. The
highlight of the evening was a fly swatter hockey game!

Children’s Ministry Website
Our Children’s Ministry program has a Shutterfly
website that you can visit at
http:sothchildrensministry.shutterfly.com
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Summer Camp Opportunities
One purpose of camp is to bring people together in
Christ so that lives are changed and communities enhanced. This is the opportunity that Shepherd of the
Hills wants to offer you!
Shepherd of the Hills will sponsor a portion of your camp
fees this summer! There are several different camp organizations and opportunities available for youth and
families who are active in the life of our church:
Fort Wilderness Ministries
www.fortwilderness.com
 Youth Camps including 'Step Up' - SOTH will subsidize your week-long camp fee by $185.



Family Camp - contact Compassion Ministry committee for week-long camp options and sponsorship
amount eligibility.



Adult Weekend Retreats - SOTH will subsidize your
weekend retreat by $50.

Crossways Camping Ministries
www.crosswayscamps.org
 Family Camp - SOTH will subsidize your camp fees
by $235 for a family of four and $275 for a family of
five. Check with our Compassion Ministry committee for sponsorship amounts for larger families.



Youth Camp - SOTH will subsidize your week long
camp fee by $150.



BYG [Building Youth Groups (3 – 5 grade weekend
retreat)] - SOTH will subsidize the camp fee by $25.



Adult Weekend Retreats, contact Amy Cichon for
eligibility and sponsorship amount.

tion fee.
Our goal is to reach as many families and individuals as
we can, while staying within our sponsorship budget. To
allow for this we have established a family sponsorship
cap amount. Families may choose to have members of
their families attend multiple camps. However, SOTH
will only be able to sponsor the cost for all camps attended up to the family cap amounts listed below.
SOTH Family Sponsorship Cap Amounts:
 Family of 4 – up to $300
 Family of 5 – up to $350
 Family of 6 – up to $400
There are several options for camp locations and dates
– check out the Fort Wilderness and Crossways websites for more details. If you have another camp in mind,
contact the Compassion Ministry committee for eligibility.
At Crossways, each family has their own cabin, and
most have a private bathroom. At Fort Wilderness, you
have lots of options from campground to cabins. Camp
fees include all meals, lodging and activities.
At camp, you’re encouraged to participate in as many or
few of the activities (boating, singing, fishing, worship,
swimming, campfire, crafts and games) as you choose.
Both Crossways and Fort Wilderness have some fantastic facilities for you to enjoy. It’s a great time to get away
in God’s creation.
Each family will register on their own and pay their deposit following your camp’s policy. Next, complete a
Camp Sponsorship Form (found at the Welcome Center
and the Youth Ministry Kiosk) and submit it to Amy
Cichon at SOTH. Upon approval, SOTH will send a
check to the Camp. We will let you know what the remaining balance is and you will be responsible for paying this to the camp.
Questions? Contact Amy Cichon at SOTH.

Crossways Camps offers an Early Bird Special.
Register for a week-long camp with down payment
by March 15 and receive a reduction in the registra-
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Summer Camp Opportunities
Summer Youth Camp
and Family Camp
Now is the time to start planning for a week of camp for
your elementary, middle school or high school youth or
for a week or weekend of family camp.
Fort Wilderness (located in McNaughton, WI) influences lives for eternity, through God's Word, adventure
programs, the wilderness, and warm Christian fellowship. Check out their website at
http://www.fortwilderness.com for more information.
Online registration or mail-in registration forms are also
available.
We encourage our middle school students entering
7th - 9th grade to attend the 'Step Up' camp at Fort
Wilderness, June 14th - 20th.
'Step Up' is a high energy week of adventure, great
memories, friendships, a challenging speaker, music
and friends. There is so much to do - horsemanship,
crafts, archery, riflery, campfires, and crazy games are
just some of the options. Come away with great friends
and unforgettable memories.
The cost is $485 for the week. Church camp sponsorship of $185 per student is available. Application
forms are at the Welcome Center. Fundraising opportunities are available to middle school and high school
students to offset the cost of camp. Contact Amy
Cichon and Kristin Tetzke for more details. Amy Cichon
will be attending the Step Up camp as a volunteer along
with the youth from SOTH.
Fort Wilderness also offers other week long youth
camps with similar programming. SOTH sponsorship of $185 per student is available.
Kid's Camp
For students entering 3rd & 4th grade - $485
Boy's or Girl's Camp
For students entering 5th - 7th grade - $485
In Depth
For students entering 9th - 12th grade - $485
Fort Wilderness also offers a week-long Family
Camp program throughout the summer. Check out
their website for details. Mail-in registration forms are
available on their website. Family Camp at Fort provides the opportunity to grow closer to your family. Fort
is designed as a natural place to build life-long memories. Their teachers and worship times will encourage
your faith. Their caring staff will minister to your kids
with lessons they will repeat back to you. During free
times, you can play all around camp or just sit at their
quiet beach and do nothing. Families also rave about
the great food.

Crossways Camps offers many different opportunities
at three different camp locations. All of their programs
are staffed with excellent camp counselors who plan and
coordinate a variety of fun summer activities to choose
from. Crossways Camps offer discounts in the registration fee if you register before March 15th. If you
have questions or need more information you may contact Amy Cichon at sothss@sbcglobal.net.
Youth Camp programs are designed for campers seeking the traditional overnight camp experience. Swimming, crafts, all-camp games, worship, nature activities,
and campfires are just some of the favorite activities.
Children, having completed grades 1-3, have a threeday session option. Children and youth having completed grades 3-12 have full-week sessions. Weekend
camp options are also available for youth having completed grades 1-5. Specialty camps are also offered for
middle and high school youth. You can check out
www.crosswayscamps.org for more information.
Family Camp is a great opportunity for the whole family
to get away, relax and play together in Christian fellowship with other families. All of the work of “traditional
camping” is done for you at family camp. You stay in a
nice cabin with running water and bathroom facilities. All
of your activities are planned for you and run by the
camp counselors. Families enjoy evening hikes, family
kickball, zany outdoor games, canoeing, swimming, fishing and evening worship by the campfire. Fantastic
meals are prepared for you and are included in the registration fee. Family camps run from 7:00 pm on Friday
night until 11:00 am on Sunday morning.
You can check out www.crosswayscamps.org for more
information. Church sponsorship opportunities will be
available. Details will be available on our bulletin board
display soon.
Dates and locations of the Crossways Family camps
offered for 2014:
June 20 – 22: Imago Dei Village
Clintonville, WI – Family Weekend (2 nights)
July 11 - 13: Waypost Camp
Hatley, WI – Family Weekend (2 nights)
July 18 - 20: Imago Dei Village
Clintonville, WI – Family Weekend (2 nights)
August 1 - 3: Pine Lake Camp
Waupaca, WI – Family Weekend (2 nights)
Note: SOTH VBS runs August 4 - 8
Week-long Family Camp is also available at Imago
Dei Village July 27 -August 1 or August 3 - 8
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Summer Camp Opportunities & Youth Events
Crossways Camps
BYG Spring Retreat
Something for 3rd – 5th Graders
This spring, we want to promote the BYG (Building
Youth Groups) Retreat at Crossways Imago Dei Village Camp for our 3rd – 5th graders. The dates for
this camp are April 4th - 6th. This retreat for 3rd-5th
grade church groups sets a firm foundation for establishing group unity at a young age. Church friends will
gather together in a way that will create lasting group
connections through games, songs, Bible study, and so
much more! Last year 13 students attend the BYG Retreat at Imago Dei Village. Let’s see how many 3 rd – 5th
graders we can get signed up to attend this year!

portant part of the group development process as these
mentors are people children will see on a regular basis
amongst the congregation. Crossways provides young
adult counseling staff for the weekend to lead all the
planned activities, though adult mentors may be called
upon to help out in a few places here and there. All
adult mentors will be housed in cabins with the kids. In
some cases there may be a counselor in the cabin, as
well, however that is not always the case. Some adult
mentors will be housed in a cabin with kids and no counselor. Night time and rest time are the only times when
this adult would be fully in charge of campers on their
own. For more information or questions, please contact
Amy Cichon at sothss@sbcglobal.net.

IMPACT Spaghetti Dinner

What do we do at BYG? A typical day of a BYG retreat
is very similar to a typical day of summer camp. In the
morning we gather for worship and Bible study (in
church groups), then we do some team-building activities as well. After lunch we have a brief time of rest.
Then we start our afternoon activities which include arts
and crafts, nature studies, field games, canteen, and
service projects. The evening time consists of an allcamp game, a snack, and a closing campfire. Some retreats may even include a Bible study in the evening. All
afternoon activities are done with the church group to
provide for even more relationship building time.
Check-in time is 7:00 pm on Friday, April 4th. Check
-out time is 11:00 am on Sunday, April 6th. The cost
for the weekend is $90/youth and $35/adults. Signup sheets are posted on the Children’s Ministry Kiosk. Church sponsorship opportunities are available to youth attending this event. Signed registration forms with full payment are due two weeks prior
to retreat date.
Registration Fees are nonrefundable.
We will need one male and one female adult mentor
for up to eight boys and eight girls. Adult mentors
are needed to be present so they may build relationships
with the children who attend the retreat. This is an im-

Come and join us on March 2nd for our 'Fat Sunday'
Spaghetti Dinner. We will be having a fantastic spaghetti/pasta dinner including amazing meatballs
(optional), LOTS of homemade desserts, and a beverage—just ask our last year’s crowd about our yummy
meal! The proceeds from this event will support our
July 2014 IMPACT Mission trip to Appalachian Mountain area of West Virginia and youth summer church
camp.
Come join us as we transform the fellowship hall once
again into an Italian “ristorante”; dinner will be served
from 4:30 – 7:30 pm. Advance tickets are $7.50 for a
full portion and $4.50 for a child’s portion. Tickets purchased at the door will be $9.00 for a full portion and
$5.00 for a child’s portion. Tickets will be sold on
Feb. 16, Feb 23, March 2 in the Narthex. They will
also be available through the church office during the
week.
In addition, that evening we will be holding the Youth
Service Silent Auction. Auction bid sheets will be available February 16 - March 2 in the Narthex, and bidding
closes at the close of the Spaghetti Dinner. Check out
the services that the youth are offering and place your
bid to have some extra help this spring or summer including special services like computer help, cleaning,
yard work, babysitting, and various lessons and special
activities for children. This is a fun way to get to know
our youth at church and supporting their mission work,
all while getting a few chores checked off your list!
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Youth Activities and Events

IMPACT
SOTH Youth News
Release the Feast
On February 21-22, our IMPACT youth will join teens
across the country participating in the 30 Hour Famine,
going hungry to raise money and awareness for World
Hunger. A small group of our IMPACT youth and adult
leaders will be giving up food for 30 hours to get a taste
of what the world’s poorest children face. They will consume only water and juice as they learn more about
world hunger and participate in service work, taking action on behalf of the nearly 870 million people who don't
have enough food to eat.
A donation of $1 can help feed and care for one child
per day, $35 one month, and $420 a year. Since 1992,
the 30 Hour Famine has raised more than $150 million
to fight world hunger. Funds raised by IMPACT will go
toward relief and development work in 10 countries, including the United States.
Three ways you can help:
 Thank God for the sacrificial and giving spirit of our
youth. Pray for a life-changing experience for each
participant as they fast and volunteer.
 Encourage our high school kids to participate in the
30 Hour Famine.
 Help out with a donation... Your donation will help
provide food, agricultural support, clean water, nutritional training, and other essential care to hungry
children and families around the world.
To Donate:
On Sunday, February
2, consider ‘swapping’
your morning coffee
out, Superbowl snack ,
or the cookies IMPACT
usually would be selling, and drop the
change in our soup
kettles to feed a child for 5 days. IMPACT youth will be
collecting spare change following each service.
Visit our IMPACT team web page to make an online donation – You can link from our church website (click on
“Connect” and “High School/IMPACT) or
http://support.worldvision.org/site/
TRfr_id=2540&pg=team&team_id=62637&captid=14345
15

http://sothyouthhs.shutterfly.com

Confirmation XPerience
Feb. 9
Feb. 16 & 17
Feb. 23

Class 6:30pm
Required Worship Service
Worksheet
Class 6:30pm

IMPACT Events
Feb. 2
Feb. 8
Feb. 21 - 22

HUNGER COLLECTION: Soup Kettle
change collection for 30 Hour Famine.
Help needed following each service.
Serenity Inn visit led by Andy M. &
Shawn K.
30 HOUR FAMINE: “Release the
Feast” 6:00pm Friday and Saturday
Sign up with Kristin, or sign up online.

Coming up....
Sunday, March 2nd:
Fat Sunday Pasta Dinner Fundraiser & Youth Auction.
Auction sheets due February 9th.
IMPACT Middle School Youth - Sign up to sell tickets,
help at the dinner and pick up youth auction forms on
the youth kiosk. Shifts begin at 2:30pm.

2014 MISSION TRIP:
June 21-27, 2014
Youth Works: Lincoln County, West Virginia
Videos and past trip pictures are available on our website as well.
The mission trip is open to all freshmen
in High School through 2014 High School graduates.
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Serving Opportunities
Serenity Inn
We went to the Inn on New Year’s Day. What a great
way to start the year! As usual, the men greeted us at
the curb with big smiles, hugs and eagerness to carry in
all the food. It is always a thrill to see men who were
there the previous month, knowing they have maintained
sobriety and are that much closer to completing the program. It was great to see Ken, Devin, Fitzgerald, Henry,
Dion, Jessie, Andre and Marcus and meet John, the
newest resident at the Inn.
The question for the men this evening was: When did
you first start using drugs, what made you start and how
did you feel about that decision? It was shocking to hear
how young they were when they first used alcohol or
drugs (usually marijuana). Most of them started when
they were preteens. The most common reason for starting? They had friends or siblings who were already using and they wanted to fit in. At the time, they thought
they had made a good decision, but after awhile realized
they were on a downward spiral, using more often and
needing a stronger dose.
After years of dependency (some longer than others)
they realized their lives were out of control, they were
tired of lying to family and friends, tired of living from one
fix to the next and knew they needed help to change
their lives and make better choices. That is when they
applied to Serenity for help. Currently, Ken, Devin and
Fitzgerald are looking for a job and Henry is hoping to
move into phase two of the program and begin the process of job searching. Ken had just had a job interview
and was hoping to hear within the week if he had a job,
and both Devin and Fitzgerald have some possibilities
lined up. Pray that these job opportunities become realities!
Thank you to the women in the Renew bible study for
supplying our delicious meal and money for our usual
chicken from the Pig. Our meal consisted of ham, potato salad, fruit salad, bean casserole, rolls, milk and
dessert (and of course, chicken). Since it was New
Years Day, Lorraine brought herring as it was her family
tradition to eat herring to celebrate and bring luck in the
new year. Some of the men were a reluctant to eat
“pickled fish” but were good sports and tried it. However, we don’t have to worry about including it with future meals.
Shawn Kell, Rod Eggert, his daughter Tina and grandson Caleb, and Jim and Lorraine Bahr delivered the
meal and enjoyed fellowship with the men. Bible study
groups have already signed up to provide meals for February and April but we still need volunteers to prepare
food for our March 5th visit. Please sign up if you are
interested in supplying part of the meal for that date.

Seated: Devin, Rick (Inn keeper), Andre; Standing:
Marcus, Ken, John, Jessie, Henry, Fitzgerald, Dion

Mark Your Calendar!
Serenity Inn’s fourth annual Fundraiser Celebrating Serenity Inns A Path to Recovery will be held on Friday,
April 4th and you are invited to participate! It will be a
special celebration this year as Serenity Inns will be
celebrating its tenth year in operation.
The event will again be held at the Italian Conference
Center in downtown Milwaukee. The evening will begin
with fellowship at 6:00pm, followed by dinner
at 6:30pm. The program will include great food, fellowship, a silent auction, special guest speaker, recognition
of a recent graduate and recognition of a community
supporter. In addition, a recent graduate will speak, telling of his experiences before during and after completing the program at Serenity. Current residents and
graduates of the Inn will also be present to welcome you
to the event. It promises to be an exciting evening of joy
and excitement as we acknowledge the accomplishments of Serenity Inns in the past 10 years!
There are several opportunities for you to participate in
this event:
Plan to attend the dinner on April 4th. The cost is $60
per person or $1,000 for a corporate table (seating for
eight and special recognition for sponsorship). Contact
Jim or Lorraine Bahr at lmbahr@att.net or 262-6280455.
Donate money to cover the cost of the Serenity Inn residents (past and current) to attend the dinner.
Donate an item for the Silent Auction. Possible donations could include theme baskets, gift cards from area
businesses or a "treasure" you were gifted but haven't
used. Do you have a hobby or craft item? Consider making an item for the auction: jewelry, afghan, doll clothes,
wooden shelf, etc. Ask a business you frequent to donate a gift card or an item or service they sell to be used
in the auction. If you have an item for the Silent Auction,
questions as to the appropriateness of an item or to
make arrangements to pick up your item please contact
Lorraine Bahr at lmbahr@att.net
or (262) 6280455. Deadline for donations is Mar. 20th.
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Serving Opportunities
Men's and Women's Retreats
$50 Incentive Funds available!
Christian retreats are a great way for adults to get away
for rest and to be inspired by God's amazing creation
and plan He has for each of us. As an encouragement,
SOTH is offering a $50 incentive to attend Fort Wilderness, located near Rhinelander, WI. Their men's,
woman's, and marriage retreats, are tailor-made to
inspire the group attending.
To learn more check http://www.fortwilderness.com/
retreat/adult. Retreat Sponsorship Forms are located at
the Welcome Desk. Those who have attended retreats
there in the past give it high marks and return annually!
“Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and
rest a while.” (Mark 6:31)

SAVE THE DATE
Family Promise
March 9-15, 2014
Falls Area Community Services, Inc.

Food Pantry
Falls Area Community Services, Inc., serves the needs of Colgate, Germantown, Lannon, Menomonee Falls and Richfield.
SOTH will serve the Food Pantry on March 4th and
6th. If you would like the opportunity to serve families in
need, a volunteer sign up sheet will be posted on the
Kiosk.
Grocery items that are needed, but not limited to include:
Canned vegetables especially spinach, beets, sauerkraut (no need for green beans at this time), canned
fruits (especially mandarin oranges, pineapple, pears),
chicken, beef and vegetable broths, canned pastas,
baked beans, black olives, boxed pasta, rice, cereal,
oatmeal, fruit juices, vegetable cooking oil, pancake mix,
maple syrup, ketchup, salad dressings, white sugar,
flour, baking soda, applesauce, pudding cups, hot cocoa
mix, tea, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant and toothpaste.
Thank you for your ongoing support!
Sherry Levitsch

SAVE THE DATE
New Event!

Family Easter
Celebration
April 12, 2014
Shepherd of the Hills is planning a new event this spring
to teach families about the events of Holy Week and
Easter. Our "Family Easter Celebration" will be held in
the morning on Saturday, April 12th (exact times are not
set yet). So save the date now. You won't want to miss
this exciting event!
Family "Hands-On" Experience
The events of Holy Week and Easter will be experienced by both adults and children through hands-on
activities such as arts and crafts, music and drama, and
much, much more! Children and adults alike will also be
able to learn more about and experience the Last Supper.
This is a great event to invite your neighbors and friends
as well! This is a FREE event and you don’t need to be
a member of SOTH to attend.
Volunteers Needed
Station Leaders & Helpers- We are looking for adults
and middle/high school youth to lead and assist in each
of our stations.
Sewers - We also need several people to sew small
items that will be used in one of our stations. If you enjoy sewing, please volunteer to assist in this way.
Drama - We are looking for several people who enjoy
acting in a drama or skit to help us with our large group
opening and closing in the sanctuary.
Welcome Table & Registration - We will need several
volunteers to welcome families, hand out a schedule for
the event, and give directions to the location of various
stations.
If you are interested in volunteering in any of these areas or would like more information, please contact Amy
Cichon at sothss@sbcglobal.net or Maureen Leurquin at
jleurquin@wi.rr.com. Sign-up sheets for volunteers are
posted on the Children's Ministry Kiosk near the church
kitchen.
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Church News
President’s Corner
Psalm 28:7 The Lord is my strength
and my shield; my heart trusts in him,
and I am helped.
As one of my favorite movies sings, “So long, farewell,
auf wiedersehen, goodbye…” I have been writing this
column for two years now and although I will not be flitting or floating, it is time for me to move on. On occasion, I have found writing about our Council meetings
challenging but overall it has been a good experience.
Certainly, Marge Worthing and I have had a vibrant relationship, and it is only fitting that we exit at the same
time.
By the time you read this, SOTH will have had its Annual
Voters’ Meeting, and you have a new Council President.
I pray that that president has as many rewarding experiences as I have had. It has been a personal blessing to
serve this congregation in its walk along God’s purposeful path.
At our January meeting we spent much time rehearsing
for the Annual Meeting, establishing an agenda, what
this meeting’s quorum number is, who would be in
charge of the sign-in sheets, who would check signatures against our voter list, and of course the logistics of
the soup and pie that go with the meeting. Finally, we
spent significant time on the nominations for CRB, the
Council of Shepherds, and the executive committee of
the Council that would be placed before the congregation for ratification.

We also were updated on the status of our intern search.
I can share that we have had four applicants to date.
Three of the four were determined not to fit the profile
that we had developed and were not asked to interview.
The fourth candidate did an interview with Pastor Jay
over SKYPE which led us to invite him and his family to
Shepherd of the Hills for an additional interview with
multiple congregational leaders. That occurred January
2nd. We have been checking his references and will
update you further as appropriate. In the event no intern
is available or a fit for us, we discussed the idea of a
college-aged student with a ministerial interest being
hired for the summer. This is very new and will need
additional investigation before proceeding.
We were once again blessed to be able to distribute
Council Select funds to the following:
Family Promise-$2,000; Cookie Jar-$500; K-LOVE radio
-$250; Tabor Congregation Ethiopia-$2,500; Kids Closet
-$200; Compassion International-$1,500; ECFA Wisconsin (pregnancy support and child welfare services)-$500;
Serenity Inn-$1,250.
Again, I thank my fellow Council members, the congregation of Shepherd of the Hills, and Pastor Jay and the
staff for the patience and support extended to me these
last two years.
Sherry Wenum
Council of Shepherd’s President
Next Council of Shepherd’s Meeting
Monday, February 3rd

SOTH Prayer List
Please continue to seek the love, grace and healing from
Jesus Christ, our Lord as we hold each other up in prayer.
Please pray for:
our homebound
 Vivian McEwan • Olga Raeck • Betty Sachse
our partners in mission
 Hearts in Motion
 Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ
 Phetsamone Vannavong, St. Paul’s Laotian Outreach
Ministry Pastor
 Shishitony Parish in Meru, Tanzania
 Simple Hope’s work in Tanzania
 American Pastor Saeed Abedini and other Christians
persecuted for their faith

 Family Promise
 Serenity Inn
military personnel overseas
 Shawn Creamer, son of Suzanne & Hugh Creamer,
deployed to Korea
 Kenneth Thiele, son of Alan & Sandra Thiele,
deployed to Afghanistan with the Wisconsin National
Guard
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Frequently Asked Questions about
the Shepherd of the Hills
New Connection Card
Since the implementation of the new Connection Card
since early December, there have been a few questions
heard most often about this new method of communication for visitor or member needs:
Do members have
Card every Sunday?

to

fill

out

a

Connection

Members do not have to fill out a card every Sunday only when they wish to communicate something to us
(e.g., prayer request, volunteer interest, address
change, etc.). For voting privileges, members need to
return a card four times throughout the course of the
year.
Do I need to completely fill out all sections of the
card, including contact information, every time I return a card?
Unless you are a first-time visitor, there is no need to
share your contact information with us if you are a member – we have it the church database. Just write your
name on the card and fill out only the portions of the

card that communicate your need or request for that
week.
Why did Shepherd of the Hills change from using
the white pew card to a card that goes inside every
bulletin?
By including the cards in everyone’s bulletin, it offers an
easy method of hearing from more of our worship attendees and increases the incidence of member engagement and visitor and guest acknowledgement. With a
growing congregation, the new Connection Card allows
us to better meet the varied interests and needs of those
attending worship each week. The card is larger and:
1) improves the ability to know when visitors are worshiping with us for better connecting with them afterward;
2) adds more options for people to communicate an
interest in an event or volunteer opportunity; and
3) offers a simple way to communicate a change or
update in contact information.
If you have any questions about the new Shepherd of
the Hills Connection Card, contact the church office at
(262)628-3987.
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Christmas Eve Shuttle Service
A big ‘Thank You’ to Pee Wee Schmidt, Dan Berg, and
Jim Erdahl who manned the Shepherd of the Hills
Christmas Shuttle for the 2013 Christmas Eve worship
services.
Especially for the 3:00p.m. service, the crew ensured
that those who had to park across the road received
professional door-to-door service and no worries of
navigating by their own means. The new SOTH logo
and ‘SHUTTLE’ magnets adorned the black mini-van,
generously on loan from Andy McGregor.
If your schedule did not allow for your participation as a
shuttle volunteer for the 2013 Christmas services, mark
your calendars for Sunday, April 20th – Easter Sunday –
where you will have the first opportunity in 2014 to help
members, guests, and visitors with a safe transportation
option for Easter Sunday worship with us at Shepherd
of the Hills.
Deb Ratzel

Marge Worthing’s Retirement
December 2013

Grieving Mom’s
Support Group

If you have lost a child
and pain is all you feel…
This group is where you can open up unconditionally and express all of those feelings with
other mothers having the same emotions in an
effort to lessen that pain.
We get together the second Monday of each
month at Logger’s Park in Richfiled; or if you
just need to talk, contact Terry at
(262)388-2252.

Amy Kiesner signing the choir performance
during Christmas Eve service
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Sheepshead $275
Donation Coincidence
I humbly announce that after several years of playing in
SOTH’s Sheepshead card-playing group, for the first
time ever, I have the honor of choosing our donation
charity for accumulating the most points for this past
three-month session! Our group has donated a total of
$5,147 throughout the years to many worthy organizations.
I was prayerfully considering where to donate the $275
raised in our session, when I read a Serenity Inn letter
regarding their 10th Anniversary celebration coming up
on April 4, 2014. They are looking for both silent auction
items and exact donation amounts to offset certain expenditures, one of them being postage for $275;
EXACTLY the amount raised in our session, what a coincidence!
So, our Sheepshead donation will go toward mailings to
spread the word about Serenity Inn. There is another
$275 expenditure on their list for speaker and musician
costs, and I was so moved by the first coincidence, that I
felt God moving me to match our Sheepshead donation
amount and take care of the cost for this too. I challenge you to consider doing the same, or donating silent
auction items such as event tickets, handmade items,
new items, etc. Whether it’s $275, $27.50, or $2.75, or
any amount in between, any donated amount or item will
be put to good use both for their 10th anniversary program and their life-changing programs. Feel free to contact myself, or Lorraine Bahr, if you feel so moved to
make a donation, or mail it directly to:
Serenity Inn
P.O. Box 26887
Milwaukee, WI 53226.
In His Humble Service,
Dan Berg
P.S. --- there has been some recent interest in forming a
Cribbage playing group! If interested, please contact
me. We play for two hours from 7-9:00pm at the same
time as Sheepshead, usually the 1st & 3rd Thursday of
every month.

SOTH Supports
Lutheran World Relief
SOTH recently provided Lutheran World Relief (LWR)
with a $1,250.00 gift to support the people of the Philippines in the aftermath of Super Typhoon Haiyan. More
than 13 million people have been affected by the typhoon, one of the most powerful storms on record to
make landfall and creating mass destruction.
Together with partners, Lutheran World Relief is responding to the needs of those affected by Typhoon
Haiyan with life-saving support including shelter repair
kits, debris removal through a cash-for-work program,
water filtration systems and LWR Quilts and Kits. For
more information about LWR, visit their website
www.lwr.org or their blog www.blog.lwr.org for updates.
Please pray for those affected by the storm.

Weather Emergency
Procedures
In the event of inclement weather or other emergencies
please see our church/event cancellation procedures.
Whenever possible, closings/cancellations will be
posted on our church website at www.shepherdhills.com.
 For small group events, personally contact the person in charge of that event. Their number should be
listed in your church directory.
 When possible, a group e-mail will be sent to inform
you of a cancellation IF we have your e-mail address.
 Text Pastor Jay (262-271-5455) or Sandy Kriefall
(414-630-5543) to get cancellations on the front
page of the SOTH website as another means of
communicating this information.
 Large group cancellations will also be placed on the
NBC, FOX and ABC networks under Shepherd of
the Hills—Richfield. (channels 4, 6 and 12).
In any case, if you feel uncomfortable driving/going out
in the current weather situation, please stay in the
safety of your home.
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Upcoming Events & Information
Save a Life
Donate Blood

Blood Drive
A Servant’s Heart

Dear Shepherd of the Hills Brothers and Sisters,
What a wonderful Christmas gift!
At our December 26th Blood Drive, we registered 66
donors and collected 58 units of blood! Wow! That’s
the most we’ve ever collected and donated to the Blood
Center of Wisconsin by four units! I’m so proud of all of
you and your unselfish commitment to giving the gift of
life.
Our next drive is April 1st – no foolin’!
Because of the Blood Center’s scheduling the very large
Milwaukee Bucks drive, we needed to change our previously scheduled date of March 4th. This change should
not have an impact on any of our other drives.
You can register to donate online at
www.bcw.edu/hubertus .
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Dan
Roskom at 262-707-6905 or email
roskodan@charter.net.
Our drives for 2014 are as follows:
April 1, 2014
June 3, 2014
September 16, 2014
December 2, 2014
Thanks, again, to all who donated, and we hope to see
you on April 1!
Your Shepherd of the Hills Blood Drive committee:
Paul Craig
Tashina Peplinski
Dan Roskom
Adam Vieau
Peace,
Dan Roskom

One Church Member's Need
for Blood Donors
I wanted to share the life-saving value and impact blood
donation has been for my family. Giving blood is such a
gift, and so easy to do, to make a significant difference
in someone else's life who is in need and it's FREE.
Our family has been attending Shepherd of the Hills for
13 years. While I recently joined the church as an official member, my sons have both been baptized here,
and we have been active in church activities. Many of
you have prayed for my son, Luke Navin. Pastor Jay
met us at the hospital when Luke was two days old. He
was born with a congenital heart defect and literally
saved as he was with the doctor at the exact time he
turned blue and was rushed to the NICU. He underwent
an open heart surgery at five days old. A second open
heart surgery at a year-and-a-half and then a third open
heart surgery at age four. This month, we are celebrating his 10th birthday because of donors like YOU!
EACH of these surgeries needed to have SIX PINTS of
EXACT match blood type. Neither his dad nor I are an
EXACT match so we were not able to donate blood
ahead of time for him. We relied on donors as so many
families do. Luke did receive a blood transfusion from a
donor during his second open heart surgery. The need
for ongoing blood donors is GREAT for both adult patients and children and every pint counts!
I hope this encourages you to calendar it in, or walk in,
and donate at any of the blood drives here or anywhere
you hear of them. You can always set up an appointment at Blood Centers of Wisconsin as well. If you have
any reservations about donating, please ask questionsit is so very easy and nearly everyone can do it. There
are very few exceptions. Just think of all the children
who have been through so much just to survive,
and you are helping give them LIFE.
THANK YOU!
God Bless!
Tiffany Brandt, Cole and Luke
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Upcoming Events & Information
2014 Greeters Needed!

This Month’s Events
Feb. 3-4

Augustana District Theological Conference in
Bloomington, MN
Feb. 8
Kid’s Night Out-Winter Olympics Theme
Feb. 9-15
Family Promise
Feb. 21 - 22 30 Hour Famine

Please consider becoming a Greeter in this New Year!
For more information, please contact:


Dan Berg (8:30am service Greeting Coordinator)
djberg@hotmail.com or 262-573-1510



Maureen Leurquin (10:30am Greeting Coordinator)
jleurquin@wi.rr.com or 262-253-9954

Coming Events
Mar. 2
Mar. 5

Mt. Meru Coffee

IMPACT FAT SUNDAY-Spaghetti Dinner
Ash Wednesday

Help support the Mt. Meru Coffee Project and
enjoy a good cup of coffee!

Special Music
Presentations This Month

Both regular and decaffeinated coffee from Tanzania
can be ordered in:
 4 pound size ($45)
 12 ounce size ($10)
 10 ounce size flavored coffee ($10)

8:30am Worship
Feb. 2 Joyful Noise
Feb. 9 Hand Bell Choir
10:30am Worship
Feb. 23 Youth Vocal Team

Order sheets can be found in the church’s coffee nook.

Treat Schedule for Goodies to Share with Friends and Visitors
Do you like to schedule events and activities in advance on your phone or calendar, to be prepared well ahead of
time? Have you ever wondered if the Shepherd of the Hills Sunday treat schedule that asks for goody donations alphabetically by last names throughout the year could be displayed for the whole year so that you know when your it is your
Sunday to contribute? Well, you are in luck! By request, we have created a Shepherd of the Hills 'Annual Sunday
Treat Schedule', listing the first letter of your last name and all of the Sundays you are asked to contribute. You will
now have plenty of time to bake or purchase your goodies to share with friends and visitors here at Shepherd of the
Hills! And please remember to welcome and greet someone you don’t know each Sunday, and guide them to
the treats!

Annual Sunday Treat Schedule
Please consider bringing treats to church on a Sunday according to your last name.
Simply place your pre-plated treats on one of the café tables in the narthex.
NOTE: For those with allergies, please mark your treat if it contains nuts and plate separately.
A-B

C-D

E-F-G

H

I, J, Kn

Ko, L

M, N

O, P, R

S

T-U-V

W-X-Y-Z

02/02/14

02/09/14

02/16/14

02/23/14

03/02/14

03/09/14

03/16/14

01/05/14

01/12/14

01/19/14

01/26/14

04/27/14

05/04/14

05/11/13

05/18/14

05/25/14

06/01/14

06/08/14

03/23/14

03/30/14

04/06/14

04/13/14

07/13/14

07/20/14

07/27/14

08/03/14

08/10/14

08/17/14

08/24/14

06/15/14

06/22/14

06/29/14

07/06/14

09/28/14

10/05/14

10/12/14

10/19/14

10/26/14

11/02/14

11/09/14

08/31/14

09/07/14

09/14/14

09/21/14

01/18/15

01/25/15

02/01/15

02/08/15

02/15/15

02/22/15

03/01/15

11/16/14

11/23/14

01/04/15

01/11/15

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH
1350 Highway 175
Hubertus, WI 53033

MEMORIALS
GIVEN IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Diane Knutson

Shepherd of the Hills Church Directory
Worship Schedule
Sunday 8:30AM (Traditional)
10:30AM (Contemporary)
Monday - 6:30PM (Contemporary)
Sunday Schedule
9:30AM Adult Fellowship
11:30AM Adult Fellowship

Church Office
Hours & Information
Monday-Thursday ….....9:00am - 4:30pm
Friday………..….……… 9:00am - Noon
sothoffice@sbcglobal.net
(phone) 262-628-2633
(fax) 262-628-8201

(September - May)
9:30AM Sunday School Ages 3-12
9:30AM Faith Café

Shepherd of the Hills Website
www.shepherd-hills.com
Facebook………….Shepherd of the Hills

Pastoral Staff
Jay Thorson…………………….Pastor
sothpastorjay@gmail.com
(cell) 262-271-5455

Sue Faber………...…...Church Secretary
sothoffice@sbcglobal.net
Becky Reilly………...….…...Bookkeeper
sothstaff@sbcglobal.net
Deb Ratzel………….….…...Assistant for
Volunteer Ministries
sothvolunteer@sbcglobal.net
Sherry Levitsch ………Communications
Ministry
sothnewsletter@sbcglobal.net

Council of Shepherds
Sherry Wenum.………..….....President
Scott Lear…….……......Vice President
Gary Strohwig …….…..….Treasurer
Janet Holk...……. .….…..….Secretary

Nursery Ministry Coordinator
Emily Strohwig
Music Staff
Cynthia Skaalen………...…Director of
Worship and Traditional Music
cskaalen@sbcglobal.net
Kristin Tetzke…….. Director of Choirs
sothyouth@sbcglobal.net
Everett Wood ………...….. Director of
Contemporary Music
ewood.soth@gmail.com
Children & Family Ministries
Amy Cichon…...Sunday School & VBS
sothss@sbcglobal.net
Kristin Tetzke………….Youth Ministry
Coordinator
sothyouth@sbcglobal.net
Cleaning Ministries
Rose Burnick

