5" Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2026 — 8:30 AM
PRELUDE Music

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

*GREETING P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.

*HYMN #650 v.v. 1,2 & 4 “IN CHRIST THERE Is NO EAST OR WEST”

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
A: Blessed be the holy Trinity, T one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.
A: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Time of silence for reflection
A: Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of T Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith. Amen.

Glory to God
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Glo-ry to God in the high -est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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I Lord God, heav-en -ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther, we

wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we  praise you for your glo-ry.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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2 Lord Je - susChrist,on-ly Son of the Fa - ther, Lord God, Lamb of
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God, you take a-waythe sin of the world: have mer-cy on us; you are
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seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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Glo-ry to God in the high -est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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3 For you a-lone arethe Ho-ly One, you  a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone arethe Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly
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Spir-it, in the glo-ry of God the  Fa - ther A - men.
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

CHOIR ANTHEM “What God Can Do!”  -by Nancy Price & Don Besig

DisMISSAL FOR CHILDREN’S CHURCH Clildren from ages 4 to 8 are invited
to go to the children’s church program for an age-appropriate bible lesson. They will

return after the sermon.
Word

READING - ACTS 17:16-31

Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked
within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. So he reasoned in the
synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace
every day with those who happened to be there. Some of the Epicurean
and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What
does this babbler wish to say?”” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of
foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the

resurrection. And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus,
saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are

presenting? For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to
know therefore what these things mean.” Now all the Athenians and the
foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling
or hearing something new.

So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I
perceive that in every way you are very religious. For as I passed along and
observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this
inscription: “To the unknown god.” What therefore you worship as
unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and
everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples
made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed
anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and
everything. And he made from one man every nation of mankind to

live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the
boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, and perhaps
feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from
each one of us, for

“In him we live and move and have our being’;

as even some of your own poets have said,

“For we are indeed his offspring.’

Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is
like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of
man. The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all

people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will
judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of
this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

SERMON BY PASTOR MIKE

*SERMON HYMN #834 “IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE”
PD

*APOSTLES CREED

A:“Let us celebrate our common faith, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.”

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR SLIDES & PRAYER

OFFERING & REFLECTION Music DUET BY TOM SCHWENDTNER &
LUCAS ABEGGLEN
Agnus Dei with "How Great Thou Art" by Michael W. Smith; Arr. by Joel Raney

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first
given us: ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



SHARING THE MEAL
Our Lord Jesus is the host of this communion meal. We welcome all
baptized Christians to join us.

e All those who believe Jesus is Lord are welcome.

e Children who haven't received communion instruction are more
than welcome to come forward for a blessing.

e If you need non-alcoholic or Gluten Free just ask your server.

e And the ushers will direct you forward.

HYMN #477 “I RECEIVED THE LIVING GOD” PD
HYMN #494 “FOR THE BREAD WHICH YOU HAVE BROKEN” PD
COMMUNION BLESSING
Sending
BENEDICTION
*HYMN #836 “JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE” PD

*DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude Music

Offerings can be placed in the basket in the narthex on
your way out.

You can also Give Online, see our website at
www.shepherd-hills.com/give

All music is reprinted by permission of the publishers by arrangement
through CCLI license #877737.

Our Mission:

"We are called to Love God, Grow in the Holy Spirit, and Serve Others."

Please view the church website at www.shepherd-hills.com to learn more
about our beliefs and values.


http://www.shepherd-hills.com/give

