
15th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 6, 2026 – 8:30 AM 

PRELUDE MUSIC,  WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*GREETING P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  C: And also with you. 

*HYMN #533 “OPEN THY NOW THY GATES OF BEAUTY”  PD  

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

A: Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 
mercy endures forever.  
C: Amen. 
A: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 Time of silence for reflection 
A: Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 
name of † Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Word 

READING – NUMBERS 22:21-35 

So Balaam rose in the morning and saddled his donkey and went with the 
princes of Moab. 

But God's anger was kindled because he went, and the angel of 
the Lord took his stand in the way as his adversary. Now he was riding on 
the donkey, and his two servants were with him. And the donkey saw the 
angel of the Lord standing in the road, with a drawn sword in his hand. 
And the donkey turned aside out of the road and went into the field. And 
Balaam struck the donkey, to turn her into the road. Then the angel of 
the Lord stood in a narrow path between the vineyards, with a wall on 
either side. And when the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, she pushed 
against the wall and pressed Balaam's foot against the wall. So he struck 
her again. Then the angel of the Lord went ahead and stood in a narrow 
place, where there was no way to turn either to the right or to the 
left. When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, she lay down under 
Balaam. And Balaam's anger was kindled, and he struck the donkey with 
his staff. Then the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to 
Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three 
times?” And Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you have made a fool of 
me. I wish I had a sword in my hand, for then I would kill you.” And the 
donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey, on which you have ridden 
all your life long to this day? Is it my habit to treat you this way?” And he 
said, “No.” 

Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of 
the Lord standing in the way, with his drawn sword in his hand. And he 
bowed down and fell on his face. And the angel of the Lord said to him, 
“Why have you struck your donkey these three times? Behold, I have come 
out to oppose you because your way is perverse before me. The donkey 
saw me and turned aside before me these three times. If she had not 
turned aside from me, surely just now I would have killed you and let her 
live.” Then Balaam said to the angel of the Lord, “I have sinned, for I did 
not know that you stood in the road against me. Now therefore, if it is evil 
in your sight, I will turn back.” And the angel of the Lord said to Balaam, 
“Go with the men, but speak only the word that I tell you.” So Balaam 
went on with the princes of Balak. 

SERMON BY PASTOR MIKE  

*SERMON HYMN #676 “LORD, SPEAK TO US”  PD  

*APOSTLES CREED 

A:“Let us celebrate our common faith, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.” 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

OFFERING & REFLECTION MUSIC 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P: Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 
given us: ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.  

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Presiding Minister continues: 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise…we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The assembly responds: 

 
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

SHARING THE MEAL 

Our Lord Jesus is the host of this communion meal. We welcome all 
baptized Christians to join us.   
• All those who believe Jesus is Lord are welcome. 
• Children who haven't received communion instruction are more 

than welcome to come forward for a blessing. 
• If you need non-alcoholic or Gluten Free just ask your server. 
• And the ushers will direct you forward. 

HYMN #592 “JUST AS I AM” PD  

HYMN #494 “FOR THE BREAD WHICH YOU HAVE BROKEN” 

CCLI#2871961  

COMMUNION BLESSING 

Sending 

BENEDICTION 

*HYMN #542  “GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING” OL#118043 

*DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!  C: Thanks be to God! 

Postlude Music 

 

Offerings can be placed in the basket in the narthex on 

your way out.  
 

You can also Give Online, see our website at 

www.shepherd-hills.com/give 
 

All music is reprinted by permission of the publishers by arrangement  
through CCLI license #877737. 

 

 
 

"We are called to Love God, Grow in the Holy Spirit, and Serve Others."  

  
Please view the church website at www.shepherd-hills.com to learn more 

about our beliefs and values. 

 

Our Mission: 

http://www.shepherd-hills.com/give

